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Reading with a  
friend in Preschool.
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Founded in 1922 and renamed after Dr. King in 1968, the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Community Center is a central service provider for at-risk individuals, families, and seniors. 

Celebrating its 102nd year of service, the MLK Community Center is an independent nonprofit 

serving individuals and families promoting health, fighting hunger, supporting families, educating 

kids, and engaging seniors. The MLK builds community.

Mission
We nourish, educate, and support Newport 
County residents to improve their economic, social, 
and physical well-being.   

Vision
We build a strong and inclusive community where 
all people are empowered to be self-reliant and to 
live their best quality of life. 

Values
Inclusivity:  We embrace diversity in all its forms 
and advance equity by sustaining an inclusive and 
welcoming environment where everyone is valued, 
accepted, and supported.

Equity:  We actively work towards justice, 
fairness, and inclusion to create a more equitable 
and just society.

Excellence:  We are flexible and innovative in 
addressing our community’s needs, providing high 
quality, impact-driven programming.

Collaboration: We are committed to 
partnerships to help better serve our community. 

Self-Determination: We empower and 
educate our clients to make choices that improve 
their health and well-being. 

Accountability:  We hold ourselves accountable 
to our clients, donors, volunteers, and the 
community at large and are committed to 
transparency, ethical behavior, and responsible 
stewardship of resources.

We are proud to be a BRAVE Space (Belonging, 
Respect, Alliance, Validity and Equity), a place 
where the LGBTQIA+ community feels safe, 
welcome, and validated.

Programs Encompass:
u   Hunger Prevention and Nutrition

u    Early Learning and Out-of-School-Time 
Education

u   Community Support and Wellness



Dear Friends,

Thinking back on the past 
year, we find ourselves 
paraphrasing the line from 
the film “Field of Dreams:” 
“If you build it, they will 
come.”

After 13 months of 
construction and operating 
25 programs out of four 
separate locations, we cut 
the ribbon and formally 
reopened the Center on 
January 15, 2024, on the 
holiday when we honor  
Dr. King. We finished the project on time, on budget, and without 
having to borrow to complete the construction. 

Our client-focused and efficient building is fulfilling its purpose. We have 
helped more clients, in more ways, than ever before. The MLK helped 
8,029 people last year, an incredible 28% more than in the previous year, 
and the most in our history. 

We remain committed to offering fresh and healthy food via a variety of 
programs onsite and in the community. Over 1,100,000 meals originated 
from the MLK Community Center last year, accompanied with a side of 
dignity and respect. We have opened two offsite food pantries in local 
high schools. Read more about how we increase food access and reduce 
food insecurity in this report.

Our community programs provide opportunities to explore the 
community, learn a new cooking skill, make a friend, share a meal, enjoy 
a concert, practice yoga or Tai Chi, or be your authentic self, all at no 
cost. Continue reading for photos, testimony, and more.

Children are learning and thriving in our Preschool, After School, and 
Summer Camp. Kids who attend MLK programs benefit from 
experiential learning delivered in a nurturing environment, and their 

Board of Trustees
Whitney Slade, President

Rebecca Knapp LeBlanc, Vice President

Margaret McGill, Treasurer

Nancy Horsey, Co-Secretary

John Rok, Co-Secretary

Gail Alofsin

Betsy Blair

Kimberly Cummins

Nancy Horsey

Rose M. Hyder

Elizabeth Phelps

David D. Schuller

Gene Thompson-Grove 

Orlando Zambrano

2024 Programs
Adult Fitness & Wellness

After School

Client Employment Program

Client Support Services

Cooking Classes

Daily Bread

Daily Hot Breakfast

Food Delivery to Homebound

Food Pantry

Midday Meals

Imagination Library (Books for Kids)

L.E.A.D. LGBTQIA+ Youth Group

MLK Friends Lunches & Dinners

Mobile Food Pantry

Nutrition Counseling & Education

Preschool

Produce to the People

Santa’s Workshop (Toy & Gift Help)

School Food Pantries

Senior Lunch & Learn

Summer Camp

Summer Concert Series

Thanksgiving & Holiday Meal Help

Warming  Center
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Message from the  
Board President and  
Executive Director

Whitney Slade and Heather Hole Strout  
in the Center’s new lobby.



parents go to work each day, secure in the knowledge that their  
children are well cared for, and relieved that scholarship funding makes  
it affordable. Learn more in the following pages. 

Perhaps the most important role of the MLK Community Center is  
that of connector. The Center unites people, often in profound and 
unexpected ways. As we work to fulfill our mission, we never forget  
that every person’s story is important because every person in our 
community matters. 

How did this impact happen? It takes a community of dedicated staff, 
selfless volunteers, generous donors and funders, and collaborative 
partners. Peruse our list of collaborators. Our partnerships with over  
100 nonprofits make the MLK a better Center. 

Whether you attend MLK programs, give your time or resources, or are 
learning about the Center for the first time, you are part of this very 
special place. But don’t let us tell you. If you haven’t been to the Center 
before, or if you’ve never been, reach out to us for a tour. We promise: 
you won’t regret it. And, if you can’t get to the Center, watch our video 
in the blue box below. You’ll see how together, we built hope. 

Thank you for helping us build a stronger and more inclusive 
community,

Whitney Slade Heather Hole Strout 
President, Board of Trustees Executive Director 
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 “Our tour was a very 
inspiring way for us to 
begin our day!  We were 
extremely impressed 
with your beautiful space, 
efficient operations, and 
of course humbled by 
your dedication, and 
that of your staff and 
volunteers.  We are so 
proud and fortunate to 
be one of your partners. 
Thank you does not seem 
to be enough to say!”                                        

—  Jack Murphy,  
President and CEO, 

BankNewport

Click on this photo to view the renovated  

Center in our video “Together We Built Hope.” 

https://youtu.be/O1hkGa_QImU?feature=shared
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Taking the MLK Beyond the Building 

Being Eco-friendly is About More Than  
Going Green – It Brings Dignity Too   

Lunch & Learn and L.E.A.D. have expanded into the community 
more frequently with events at local partners. Produce to the 
People offers free vegetables seasonally at three locations in 
Newport and Middletown in addition to the weekly distribution  
at the Center. 

We transitioned from plastic and Styrofoam dishes to real dishes for the 
children’s meals and our Daily Breakfast, Midday Meals, and MLK Friends 
Lunches and Dinners. We have two filtered water filling stations the public 
can access. We composted over twenty tons of unusable food. These changes 
are better for the environment, and better for the people we serve.

Hosting Newport and Middletown’s Overnight Warming Center 

A Staggering – and Sobering Statistic 

More Expansive Hunger Relief 
Programs in the Center  

Two High School Food Pantries Opened

In partnership with the RI Coalition to End Homelessness, CODAC, and Newport Mental Health, the MLK 
was open seven nights a week from January through mid-March. Every night, unhoused men and women 
slept at the Center from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. The lack of affordable housing is a crisis in our community. 
We know the Warming Center does not solve the problem of homelessness. But, we also know over the 
course of the program 112 people did not sleep outside in the cold and were warm and safe at the MLK.

In mid-May, we reached over 1 million meals distributed 
through MLK hunger relief programs in one year.  
While we wish this level of support wasn’t needed, 
we’re grateful generous community support and 
our renovated building made it possible.

We have added a third day to our midday meals 
programs. The food pantry is now open every weekday.

We increased hunger relief programming out in the community 
as well. We opened a food pantry in Middletown High School 
in September, and another pantry in Tiverton High School  
in April. 

LEAD celebrating PRIDE in the community.

The MLK provides the food for two high school food pantries.

Remark shared by a woman who  
comes to the MLK for breakfast,  
as she told a volunteer how much  
she appreciates “real“ dishes —   
“I don’t feel like I’m homeless  
when I have a meal like this.” ”  

WHAT YOUR SUPPORT  MADE POSSIBLE THIS YEAR
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Hired a Kitchen Manager

More Holiday Help Than Ever Before

Almost all Children Enrolled in MLK  
Education Programs Receive Tuition Assistance

Responding to a  
Changing Community  

A Staggering – and Sobering Statistic 

All MLK education programs include meals: breakfast, lunch, and 
snack in Preschool and Summer Camp, and snack in After School. 
Prior to September 2023, the Center received federal meal cost 
reimbursement via the Child and Adult Care Food Program.  
Only one caterer prepared these meals and delivered them from 
Cranston. The children didn’t like the food, often throwing out 
meals. Stepping away was a major step that has paid off in 
healthier and tastier meals, less food scraps, and happier kids. 
Having a trained chef also means lower food costs and better 
congregant meals. 

Despite operating programs remotely, we made Thanksgiving 
more bountiful and Christmas more merry for more people 
than ever before. Our holiday meal assistance programs 
helped 2,435 people (935 families) at Thanksgiving and 
2,775 people (948 families) at Christmas/Holiday. Parents 
chose toys and gifts for 1,257 kids at Santa’s Workshop.

In fiscal year 2014, 64% of our students received government childcare 
subsidies. In fiscal year 2024, only 14% received childcare subsidies.  
We are providing significant scholarships so kids can keep learning and 
thriving and parents can keep working. 

In fiscal year 2013, 90% of MLK clients lived in 
Newport. In fiscal year 2024,  66% of clients live in 
Newport.  People across Newport County seek help 
from the MLK, and our outreach beyond the city is 
working. 35% of clients are Hispanic or Latino, a  
6% increase in just two years. 53% of Preschoolers are 
Multi Language Learners.

Families enjoying a community dinner at the MLK in partnership 
with Conexion Latina.

Note thanking our Kitchen Manager from  
the mother of a summer camper with  
dietary restrictions  —  
“ Thank you from the bottom of my heart! 
Thank you for always making sure Leilani 
was good and happy with her food.   
You made her feel like a ‘normal’ child. 
She loved going to camp because of you 
and your food.  As a mother I appreciate 
EVERYTHING you’ve done for Leilani.   
You are an amazing soul! ”
                                          —  Jasmine”  

WHAT YOUR SUPPORT  MADE POSSIBLE THIS YEAR
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         PRESENTING THE RENOVATED  MLK COMMUNITY CENTER
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         PRESENTING THE RENOVATED  MLK COMMUNITY CENTER

“Thank you both so much for taking the time to show 
us all around the MLK Center.  Walking through the 
halls I remember what the building looked like all those 
years ago. The improvements were so needed and 
everything is beautiful. The MLK Center (‘The Rec’ as  
I know it) Is an important anchor to the community  
of Newport and especially of the Kerry Hill area.  
Even with all the changes it still feels like home.” 

                                     —  Theresa Wosencroft



   0
   8 ,029  

   2,856  PROGRAMS 
CLOSED DURING  
CONSTRUCTION 

DONATED

FOR EVERY

IS APPLIED 
TO PROGRAM 
COSTS
 

MORE THAN 2023
CLIENTS 
SERVED 

NEW, FIRST-TIME 
MLK CLIENTS 

82¢$1.00

CLIENTS ARE  
BIPOC*

CLIENTS ARE  
HISPANIC OR  
LATINO (6% increase  
in 2 years)

CLIENTS ARE 
SENIORS  
AGE 55+

CLIENTS ARE 
CHILDREN 
AGE BIRTH-17  

CLIENTS ARE 
FROM  
NEWPORT 
(8% less than 2019)

64% 35% 16     % 51% 66%

28%

37% 
DO NOT  
RECEIVE SNAP 
FOOD  
ASSISTANCE

92% 78%
WITH HOUSEHOLD 
INCOMES UNDER 
$34,000/YEAR 

WITH HOUSEHOLD 
INCOMES UNDER 
$17,000/YEAR

2024 Impact

* Black, Indigenous or People of Color
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   1,301

1,156,353  

   33,352 

2,435 
935474

GROCERY DELIVERIES TO  
HOMEBOUND SENIORS

PEOPLE FROM

FAMILIES RECEIVED RECEIVED  
HELP AT THANKSGIVING

VISITS TO 
SCHOOL  
FOOD PANTRIES

HOT BREAKFASTS SERVED

MORE THAN 2023

MORE THAN 2023

TOTAL MEALS PROVIDED,  
ALL HUNGER PROGRAMS 

POUNDS OF  
PRODUCE  
DISTRIBUTED

37 %

245,568  
   177

 17   
VISITS TO 

NEIGHBORHOODS 

Mobile

Pantry

Hunger Services

105 %
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75% 
OF GRADUATING  
PRESCHOOLERS  
MET THE BENCHMARKS  
FOR KINDERGARTEN READINESS

2 ,585
CHILDREN ATTENDED  
PRESCHOOL,  
SUMMER CAMP  
AND AFTER SCHOOL

CHILDREN RECEIVED A BOOK EACH 
MONTH FROM DOLLY PARTON 
IMAGINATION LIBRARY (AGES BIRTH-5)

$255,698
LOW-INCOME, WORKING PARENTS RECEIVED 

IN SCHOLARSHIPS TO  
MLK EDUCATION PROGRAMS

98

* Black, Indigenous or People of Color

Family/Child Services

OF CHILDREN 
ARE BIPOC*

OF STUDENTS IMPROVED 
ON STAR MATH  
ENTERPRISE TEST

OF KIDS WOULD  
RETURN

VIEW CAMP  
STAFF AS  
TRUSTED ADULTS

OF STUDENTS IMPROVED 
ON STAR READING  
ASSESSMENT

AFTER SCHOOL LEARN365RI: 

SURVEYING SUMMER CAMPERS: 

OF PRESCHOOLERS 
ARE MULTI-LANGUAGE 
LEARNERS

OF AFTER SCHOOL 
STUDENTS ARE 
MULTI-LANGUAGE 
LEARNERS

OF CHILDREN  
RECEIVE  
SCHOLARSHIPS 

86%

83%

81% 95%

70%

53% 62% 85%
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58

5

   640 18,600

45

2 ,636 
112

PEOPLE PARTICIPATED  
IN TWICE-WEEKLY 
COOKING CLASSES

FREE OUTDOOR  
CONCERTS

LGBTQIA+ YOUTH GROUP EVENTS

COMMUNITY LUNCHES 
AND DINNERS PROVIDED

CLIENTS FOUND SHELTER  
IN THE OVERNIGHT  
WARMING CENTER

             SENIORS  
ATTENDED TWICE- 
MONTHLY LUNCH & LEARN

TONS OF COMPOSTABLE  
FOOD AND GOODS DIVERTED 
FROM THE WASTE STREAM

INDIVIDUALS
VOLUNTEERED

HOURS OF 
SERVICE

59
CHILDREN RECEIVED  
TOYS & GIFTS FROM  
SANTA’S WORKSHOP

1,257
20.1

FREE EXERCISE/  
WELLNESS  
CLASSES151

Community Programs

Volunteers
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Financial Report

Public Support:
United States Government $ 28,986
State of Rhode Island $ 83,293 
Municipalities $ 56,898 
Foundation and Corporate Support $ 1,526,901 
Individual Support $ 1,459,032 
In-Kind Contributions1 $ 1,067,023  
    Total Public Support $ 4,287,795

Revenue:
Education Fees $ 420,293 
Client Employment, Parking Lot Fees $ 110,530
Investment Income, Net $ 826,493 
Interest Income $ 5,011
Loss on Disposal of Fixed Assets $ (603,286)  
Other Revenue $ 8,816
    Total Revenue $ 767,857 

Total Public Support and Revenue $ 5,055,652

Program Expenses:
Hunger Services $ 2,121,957
Education Programs $ 1,071,904
Community Programs $ 427,284
    Total Program Expenses $ 3,621,145

Supporting Service Expenses
Management and General $ 427,271
Fundraising Expenses $ 356,004
    Total Supporting Service Expenses $ 783,275

Total Expenses $ 4,404,420

Change in Net Assets $ 651,232

Net Assets, Beginning of Fiscal Year $ 16,202,552

Net Assets, End of Fiscal Year $ 16,853,784

Audited Financial Statement for Fiscal Year  
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024

The community — individuals, foundations, and businesses — supports the MLK.  
Only 3.9% of the Center’s total public support comes from municipal, state, and/or federal  
government funding.
1  Much of the food distributed is donated. Donated food is recorded as contribution revenue using per-pound values established by Feeding America,  

the national food bank network. The per-pound value for the prior year was $1.97. The Center supplements donated food supplies by purchasing  
nutritious food items not regularly donated.

2  Obsolete assets that hadn’t fully depreciated were disposed of because they were replaced during the building renovation.
3  Endowed Funds in 2022: $4,283,329. Endowed Funds in 2023: $5,396,814. Endowed Funds in 2024 $7,158,747.
4  Six-month fiscal year : January 1, 2021 – June 30, 2021.

NET ASSETS  
2015 – 2024 

$2,544,491

$2,981,479

$6,491,462

$6,907,559 

$14,072,348

$16,202,552

$16,853,784

2019

2020

20214

2022 3

2023 3

2024 3

2018

2017

2016

2015

$2,314,211

$1,908,659

$1,583,402

2
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Honor Roll
Since 2005, the MLK Community Center 
has bestowed the Keeper of the Dream award 
annually during the Annual Meeting, honoring 
those whose outstanding commitment most 
embodies the ideals of our namesake, Dr. King. 
Recognizing the difficulty of singling out one 
person from hundreds of dedicated volunteers, 
in 2023 the Volunteer award was retired and 
the Content of Character Award was created to 
celebrate extraordinary service to the Center.

KEEPER OF THE DREAM
Bob and Veronique Gerber

 
KEEPER OF THE DREAM - COMMUNITY PARTNER

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
 

CONTENT OF CHARACTER AWARD* 
Kate Whitney Lucey

No awards were bestowed in 2011.

2022
Keeper:   Rhode Island Community Food Bank
Partner:   BedJet LLC and the Aramli Foundation
Volunteer:   Knights of Columbus, Middletown/Newport  

Council #256
2021
Keeper:  Jane Mead Timken
Partner:  Blount Fine Foods
Volunteer:  Lois and Bob Zawrotny
2020
Keeper:  Nancy and Doug Horsey
Partner:  Jamestown Community Farm
Volunteer:  Betsy Blair and Jim Van Winkle
2019
Keeper:  Point Association of Newport
Partner:  BankNewport
Volunteer:  Gary Klein
2018
Keeper:  Bazarsky Family Foundation
Partner:  Middletown Rotary Club
Volunteer:  Stephen and Zulekha Ludwig
2017
Keeper:  Walter and Eileen Jachna
Partner:  Newport Harbor Corporation
Volunteer:  Lisa McWilliams
2016
Keeper:  Rena DiMuccio
Partner:  The Waters Edge Flowers
Volunteer:  George W. Emerson 
2015
Keeper:  David and Donna Goodrich
Partner:   Aquidneck Island Stop & Shop Supermarkets 
Volunteer:  Farouk and Susan Niazy

2014
Keeper:  Dr. Susan Walker
Partner:    Home Depot Store #4287, Middletown, Rhode Island 
Volunteer:  Joann Carlson and Peggy Clay
2013
Keeper:  David D. Schuller
Partner:    Gilbane Building Company
Volunteer:  Donald G. Pfeiffer
2012
Keeper:  Liz and Emlen Drayton
Partner:   Atlantic Beach Club & Pavilion 
Volunteer:  Liz and Bob Mastin
2010
Keeper:  Noreen Stonor Drexel
Volunteer:  Rosalind Vaz MacLean
2009
Keeper:   The Wilcox Family Foundation
Volunteer: Steven Turilli
2008
Keeper:  William and Alison Vareika
Volunteer:  George Steele
2007
Keeper:  Ronald and Lillian Dick
Volunteer:  David and Donna Goodrich
2006
Keeper:  Suzette D. Schochet
2005
Keeper:  Richard Sardella

2023 HONOREES

PREVIOUS HONOREES



14 v mlk community center 2024 annual report MLKCCenter.org

For years, Bob and Veronique Gerber have 
been champions for the MLK, especially 
for our Hunger Relief programs. Their 
generosity has meant we can feed more and 
more people every year and their counsel 
has been invaluable in helping us think 
through how we meet our mission. 

In September of 2021, we began 
solicitations for the Building Hope 
campaign to fund the building renovation, 
meet new program initiatives and build 
our endowment. We had a very ambitious 
campaign goal of $7,000,000, by far the 
biggest in Center history. We had a great 
case for support, and a great committee, 
but it was nevertheless a formidable 
undertaking.

The Gerbers were the first individuals we 
approached. Bob and Veronique listened 
carefully and asked a lot of questions about 
the project. When we presented what was the biggest 
ask we’d ever made, Bob shook his head slowly and 
pushed the campaign proposal back across the table, 
saying “I’m not going to give you that.” And then, he 
smiled, looked at Veronique and said, “Because we’re 
going to give you much, MUCH more.”  

The Gerbers responded to our very big request with 
a gift that was three times what we hoped for. Their 
incredible generosity launched our campaign and  
gave us the confidence to meet our lofty goal. 

Bob and Veronique care deeply about the people 
who live here. We can’t imagine the MLK, or our 
community, without them. 

Keepers of the Dream
Bob Gerber and Veronique Rynn  

Bob Gerber and Veronique Rynn accept the Keeper of the Dream 
award from MLK Executive Director Heather Hole Strout.

Bob and Veronique’s incredible 

generosity launched our  

capital campaign and gave us  

the confidence to meet our goal.
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Keepers of the Dream
Bob Gerber and Veronique Rynn  

Keeper of the Dream Community Partner
St Paul’s United Methodist Church  

When construction began in 2022, we knew we had to 
continue all our programs without interruption. The 
problem was: where? We had secured a temporary space 
to house Hunger Services, but had no space for congregant 
meals, wellness or community programs. We needed space 
with a commercial kitchen and room for meetings and 
exercise. We needed a partner with a willing spirit to help 
us continue serving our community. 

Those needs were met just steps away from the Center 
on Marlborough Street at St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church.  The Church made it possible for us to continue 
serving thousands of people during construction.  
By providing kitchen and meeting space at a very 
reasonable rent, we continued our Daily Hot Breakfast, 
Senior Lunch & Learn, and MLK Friends Lunches and 
Dinners. We didn’t have to place exercise programs like 
yoga, toning, and Tai Chi on hiatus until the renovations 

were complete. We held Santa’s Workshop in St. Paul’s 
church hall where we provided toys and gifts for 1,257 
children.

St. Paul’s has truly been our partner. The church’s 
flexibility and community spirit allowed critical programs 
to continue unabated during 13 months of construction. 
The MLK Community Center could not have sustained 
our community impact without the church’s partnership 
during the project.

Celebrating a partner with a 

willing spirit to help us continue 

serving our community.

Members of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church with Heather Hole Strout at the 
2023 Annual Meeting and Keeper of the Dream ceremony.
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Content of Character Award
Kate Whitney Lucey

People who donate their time are essential to the 
Center. Volunteers give their time and talent and 
impact every program we offer, and every department 
at the Center. Recognizing a Volunteer of the Year has 
always been incredibly difficult…how do we choose 
just one from more than 600 people? 

In 2023, we renamed the award that recognizes 
extraordinary service to the Center to be more in 
keeping with our namesake Dr. King. 

For decades, talented photojournalist Kate Whitney 
Lucey has donated her services as the MLK’s 
photographer, capturing our events and programs 
with compassion and beauty, even during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Because of her, we’ve been 
able to tell our story with compelling visuals. Funders 
and donors have given to the Center because of her 

Kate is kind, talented, and 

generous and quietly goes about 

her business largely unrecognized 

while she is capturing and 

recognizing others.

photographs. Clients have felt more at ease coming to the 
MLK for help because of the sensitivity of her images.  

Her work is shaped by the woman she is and the MLK is a 
better place because of the content of her character. Former 
chair of the board of trustees of the International Tennis 
Hall of Fame and great friend of the MLK, Christopher 
Clouser, wrote this to us:

“I was very pleased to read that the MLK Center 
is recognizing and giving one of your distinguished 
awards to Kate Whitney Lucey. She quietly goes 
about her business largely unrecognized while she is 
capturing and recognizing others. She’s very kind, 
talented and generous. She is one of my favorite 
people in the Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth 
area. Bravo to Kate and to you all for recognizing 
her. So well deserved.”

Photojournalist and Content of Character Award winner Kate Whitney Lucey.



Our Partners
AARP–Tax Aide
AHEPA 245 Apartments
Alzheimer’s Association (RI Chapter)
Ancient Order of Hibernians,  
   Dennis E Collins Div 1
Aquidneck Community Table
Aquidneck Island Clergy Association
Aquidneck Island Village Common
Aquidneck Land Trust
Art Connection RI
Audrain Automobile Museum of Newport
Audubon Society of Rhode Island
Bay Management
Berkshire Bank
Bike Newport
Blue Cross Blue Shield of RI
BosWell Care-Impact Partners
Boys & Girls Club of Newport County
Business Owners in Childcare Association
Christian Action Center
Citizens Bank
Clean Ocean Access
CODAC
Community College of Rhode Island
Conexion Latina
East Bay Community Action Program
Edward King House
Friends of Newport Skatepark
Girl Scouts of Southeastern New England
Gooseberry Beach
International Tennis Hall of Fame
Jamestown Housing Authority
League of Women Voters
Learn365RI
Lifespan - Newport Hospital
LIHEAP
Looking Upwards
Lucy’s Hearth
Middletown Fire Department
Middletown High School
Middletown Housing Authority

Mystic Aquarium
NAACP
NAVSEA
Neighborhood Health Plan of RI
Newport Art Museum
Newport Classical
Newport Contemporary Ballet
Newport County YMCA
Newport Fire Department
Newport Gulls
Newport Health Equity Zone
Newport Historical Society
Newport Housing Authority
Newport Martial Arts
Newport Mental Health
Newport Partnership for Families
Newport Photographer’s Guild
Newport Prevention Coalition
Newport Pride
Newport Public Library
Newport Sings
Newport String Project
Newport Tree Conservancy
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We’re not sure who had more fun this afternoon: the MLK kids or the Newport Fire Department.

Community  
Collaborators

The Center may be situated on an island, but we don’t function as an island of isolation. We collaborate with over 
100 organizations. Our partners range from nonprofits and government agencies providing no-cost programs, to 
associations where the MLK is a member, to off-site partners where we provide programs, to fellow nonprofits 
who hold meetings and programs at the Center, free of charge. Our donation bin partners offer space at their 
locations and receive food donations for the MLK’s pantry. We are grateful for these important relationships.

“To see the growth of the 
MLK Center over the years is 
truly heartwarming!  The MLK 
Center has become a place 
where everyone feels welcomed 
and safe.  The community 
involvement in the Center is 
what “small town America” is all 
about.  You see a need and bring 
it to a level that truly supports 
the mission of what it means to 
look out for and help others!” 
        —  Toni, Middletown



No Wrong Door
Norman Bird Sanctuary
Ocean Hour Farm
Ocean State Center for Independent Living
Parent Support Network of RI
Phoenix Property Management
Portsmouth Housing Authority
Potter League for Animals
Preservation Society of Newport County
reNEWPORT
Revka Dance
Rhode Island Coalition to End Homelessness
Rhode Island Community Food Bank
Rhode Island Legal Services
Rhode Island Parent Information Network
Rhody Squash
RI Educational Opportunity Center
RI Food Policy Council
RI Special Needs Registry
Sail Newport
Salve Regina University
Skills for Rhode Island’s Future
St. George’s School
St. John the Evangelist Church
State of Rhode Island –  
   Division of Elderly Affairs
Strategic Prevention Partnerships
The Simon Companies
The Wellness Company
Tiverton High School
Tiverton Housing Authority
Trinity Management
UnitedHealthcare
University of Rhode Island
Valley Affordable Housing
Visiting Nurse Home & Hospice
Women’s Resource Center
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Our caring and dedicated volunteers make every program possible, like the Mobile Food Pantry.

Community  
Collaborators

Our Donation Bin Hosts
AAA
A-Market
Balfour Beatty
BankNewport
Boys & Girls Club of Newport County
Casey’s Oil & Propane
Charter Books
Clements’ Marketplace
Edward Jones | Steve Senteio
Greater Newport Chamber of Commerce
Innovate Newport
Island Art Spot
Jamestown Arts Center

KLR
Minuteman Press
Naval Station Newport Commissary
OPT Physical Therapy
People’s Credit Union
Polo Cleaners
Salve Regina University
Shaw’s Supermarket
Staples
Stoneacre Brasserie
Stop & Shop Supermarket –  
   Connell Highway
Train with Jane
Webster Bank

“Thank you for all you do to 
help make our community 
whole.”

   —   Elizabeth and Norman, 
Newport
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Supporters

$100,000 and above
11th Hour Racing
Anonymous
Alletta Morris McBean Charitable Trust
BankNewport
Betsy Blair and Jim Van Winkle
Pamela Giannini
Douglas and Nancy Horsey
Local Initiatives Support Corp. Rhode Island
Estate of Jacqueline Whelan

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous
Bazarsky Family Foundation
Prince Charitable Trusts
Suzette D. Schochet
Dwight and Susan Sipprelle
Don and Meg Steiner Charitable Fund
The Rhode Island Foundation
The Timken Matthews Family Foundation
UnitedHealthcare Social Responsibility
van Beuren Charitable Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous (several)
BedJet LLC and Aramli Foundation
CVS Health Foundation Hometown Fund
EJMP Fund for Philanthropy
Gruben Charitable Foundation Inc.
Gail Jacobs and Roy Williams
Kirby Perkins Newport
Newport Partnership for Families
Nicholas and Shelley Schorsch
The McClary-White Charitable Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
AAA Northeast
Anonymous (several)
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
BankNewport Charitable Foundation
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Rhode Island
Calmoseptine, Inc.
Centreville Bank Charitable Foundation

City of Newport
James E. Coll
Corrigan Financial Inc.
Cummins Family Fund
Teri Degnan
EWE Spirit Foundation Inc.
Linda Sawyer and John D. Harris II
Bill and Elizabeth Leatherman
John Lutzius and Alison Cohen
Hazel-McEntee Family
Christina W. McIntyre
Middlecott Foundation
Peter and Ulrike Mueller
Mary Lou Nelson
Newport County Fund at the  
   Rhode Island Foundation
Rhode Island Office of Healthy Aging
Pangaea Logistics Solutions Ltd.
Papitto Opportunity Connection
Michael Perik and Liz Beretta-Perik
Estate of Fr. Edmond Prendiville
Rhode Island Community Food Bank
Rhode Island Emergency Food  
   and Shelter Program
Rhode Island Turnpike and  
   Bridge Foundation
Barbara and Brooke Roberts
Royal Little Family Foundation
Shriners of Rhode Island Charities Trust
John Speer
The de Ramel Foundation
Gail and John Alofsin
The Point Association of Newport, RI
Thomas A. Rodgers Jr Family Foundation
Town of Middletown
UnitedHealthcare
Hope H. van Beuren
David Wendell and Patricia Bowler  
   Charitable Fund
Wilcox Family Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Richard and Nancy Adams
Amica Companies Foundation
Anonymous (several)
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Barbara M. Benson
Billy Andrade-Brad Faxon  
   Charities for Children
Diane and David Bolusky
Bosman Family Fund
Cisco Systems
Christopher Clouser
Karen S. Deibert

We take our responsibility to our donors very seriously. 
We know that philanthropy is always a choice and never an obligation. Every person and organization 
listed here has made the generous choice to stand beside us in our mission to build a stronger and 
more inclusive Newport County. We are deeply thankful for our partners in community. 

The Imagination Library mails a free book each  
month to children from birth to age 5..
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Supporters

David Dent and Asia Gonzalez-Dent
Dunkin’ Joy in Childhood Foundation
Enbridge (U.S.) Inc.
Episcopal Charities Fund
Eugene Foundation
Carter and Jessie Fisher
Kane Wallace Foundation
Sue Klau
Gray Matter Marketing
Charles Hamilton
Miles Hamilton
Harry M., Miriam C. & William C. Horton 
Fund, Bank of America, N.A., Trustee
Herkworks Architecture
Charlie Holder Sr. Memorial 5K
HTJB, Inc.
David and Maureen Krupa Family Fund
Robert Lundgren
Memorial Funeral Home
Leilani Miller
Newport Restaurant Group
Northrop Grumman Corporation
Ocean State Charities Trust
People’s Credit Union
Perkins Family Fund
Sandra Peterson Charitable Fund
George and Sue Petrovas
Tara & Craig Primis Charitable Fund
Rite-Solutions
Martha Ruest and Martin Schlecht
Safe Harbor Marinas
Richard Sardella

Sheehan’s Office Interiors Inc.
Whitney and Ellen Slade
Sticca Family Giving Fund
The Hilton Group at UBS
The John Clarke Trust
Sella Foundation Trust
Suzi and David Van Ness
Voorhes Charitable Fund
Wetstone Design and Millwork
Henry T.  Wrobel and  
   Donna L. McCarthy

$2,500 - $4,999
A1 Roofing & Construction LLC
Mrs. Robert A. Beaver
Behan Bros. Inc.
Douglas Bernon and  
   Bernadette Brennan Bernon
Thomas Bonfatti
Patrick L. Burke
Castle Hill Inn & Resort
Marilyn Curtis
Sean Daly
Elizabeth Gordon Dellenbaugh and  
   Bradley W. Dellenbaugh
Discover Newport
E. Frances Paper, Inc.
Estate of Reverend Edmond Prendiville
Frederick Henry Prince Memorial Fund
RADM David A. Gove and  
   Mrs. Beverly J. Gove Family Fund
Maureen Greichen Charitable Fund

Keith Grove and Gene Thompson-Grove
Steve and Nancy Harten
Jay Lasky | Helly Hansen Newport
Judith G. Holcomb
Eleanor Howard
Gregory Huet and Lisa Speer-Huet
Rose M. and Luke Hyder
Colin and Karen Kane
Mr. and Mrs. Roger E. Kass
Kirwin-Hevelone Giving Fund
Anthony and Donna Kutsaftis
Tony Lorusso
MacLean Vaz Charitable Gift Fund
Robert and Heidi Manice
Leppy McCarthy
Fidelity Invst Charitable Gift Fund  
   FBO Michelene & Peter McClennen
Michael Nolan and Heather Hornbeck
Newport Hospital
Newport Yachting Community
Thomas Palmer and Dominique Alfandre
Paul and Susan Speer
Kathleen Redgate and Sheila Finnegan
Christopher Reidy
Peter and Kim Robey
John and Kitty Rok
Martha Ruest 
Saltwater Talent
Cynthia Sinclair
Eric Warren Speer and Linda Martin Speer
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
State of Rhode Island  
   House of Representatives
Gregory Steiner

Seniors enjoying lunch at the Newport Art Museum after a private tour.

“I like the Lunch & Learns. 
The food is great. I really like it 
when we have topics like this 
and when we go out to places 
like the art museum and the 
mansions. The exhibit on the 
Gilded Age in Color was great. 
And by the time we go back 
to a place again,  there’s always 
something new for us to see.”

        —  Henry, Newport
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Supporters

John P. Sullivan
Toast.org
Town of Portsmouth
Trinity Church
United Congregational Church
Webster Bank
Women’s Resource Center
Gail Woodworth and Thomas Dresser

$1,000 - $2,499
Pamela Adams
Adelaide Dawson Lynch Trust,  
   Bank of America, N.A., Co-Trustee
Ann Warner Anderson
Anonymous (many)
Applied Materials Foundation
BankRI
Jonathan and Maureen Barrett
Beachclyffe Giving Fund
The Beacon Foundation
Berkshire Bank Foundation Inc.
John Bestoso
Book Club of Great Potential
Melissa Bostrom
Bowen’s Wharf Company
James Bracey
Michael Branigan
Maxime Braun
Brick Alley Pub
Jeff Brooks and Marina Perea Brooks
James and Elaine Burress
Newport Window Restoration
CarMax
Dawn Casella
Choquette Family Fund

Elizabeth DaPonte
DCG Synergy Fund
Richard and Sheila Desrochers
Elizabeth and Paul Doucette
Peter Drakos
Roy Dutra
DWR Charitable Trust
Brooke Eaton
Kurt Edenbach and Meaghan O’Neill
Jonathan and Murry Edwards
Emmanuel Church
Mary Iliff Ewenson
Ferkinhoff Giving Fund
Benjamin Flatgard
Frosty Freez
Gaines Trucking
Gansett Tours
Paul and Ginny Gilman
Rebecca & Jacob Goetz Family Fund
Jason and Alexa Gold
Kenneth Gomes
David and Donna Marie Goodrich
Mark and Paige Goulart
David and Elizabeth Gugliotta
Gustave White Sotheby’s  
   International Realty
Hugh and Susan Hall

Ready for families at the Tiverton High School Food Pantry.

“I love how the food pantry is set up like a real grocery store.   
Today’s post showed the shopping carts.  This may not seem like much 
to others, but to me it feels like you all are giving people a sense of 
dignity that others take for granted.  The world has become such  
an uncaring place these days.  My heart breaks for anyone who is 
struggling.  Anyone can just hand out a bag of food, but it takes the 
extra thought that goes into building a sense of dignity for yourself.   
Your organization does it every day.  I know I just pass your path 
every now and then, but there is not a day that goes by without my 
knowing that you all represent what is right in this world.”

                                                   —  Connie, Middletown

Susan Cohick
Kimberly Comfort
Congregation Jeshuat Israel –  
   Margit Baum Fund
Deanna Conheeny
Trudence Conroy
Susan F. Cooper
Pierre Corriveau
Coverys
Carol Cummins
Lisa Daly
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Supporters
Hallowell-Flaherty Family Giving Fund
Sylvia Hampton
Patrick O’Neill Hayes Jr.
Robert and Angela Healey
Gerald Hendrick
Thomas Hockaday and William Martin
Audrey S Holden Bennett
Heather Hole Strout
Thomas and Kathy Iannotti
Kathy and Pierre Irving
Island Carpet & Floor Covering
Anthony and Lucia Jaccaci
Jannotta Family Fund
Juanita Sanchez Community Fund
The Kasischke Family
Steven and Cynthia Kay
David and Christine Kirchner
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Kerry Krause
Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians Div. 1
Helen Lambrakis
Lesley Inc.
Edith S. S. Loebs Fund
Steve and Zulekha Ludwig
Jay and Heather Lynch
M. Holt Massey Charitable Trust

Mary Jane MacLean
Josephine Maguire and Henry Sykes
James and Laurie Mandly
Margit Baum Fund at  
   Channing Memorial Church
Mark Marosits and Maureen Cronin
Raymond McInnis
Dennis and Diane McNamara
Katelyn McSherry
Michael and Jacqueline McVicker
Joseph and Victoria Mele
Miss Swinburne Fund at the  
   Rhode Island Foundation
Sarah Mongan and Jeff Nadeau
David and Marcia Monroe
Ellen S. Murphy Memorial Fund
Lois Ann Murray
Kaitlyn Nanartowich
Naomi & Walter Chucnin Foundation
Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island
Diane Nelson 
Doris and Bernard Nemtzow Fund
Newport Lobster Co. Inc.
Janet Nobis and Edward Stiess
Amy and Kevin Nolan
Greg Norden and Kathleen Hahn Norden
Bob Norton and Dianne Savastano
Novartis US Foundation
Alyson and Robert Novick
Robert and Mafalda Nula
Loren Palmer
Alessandro Papa
Lauren Parmelee
Andrew and Lisa Parsons
Susan Pedro
Perry Riera Giving Fund
M. Sue Perry
Jay and Meghan Picotte
Alberta Picozzi
Mary E. Pike
R. Daniel Prentiss
R&R Construction

Elizabeth Reed
Alister and Mary Reynolds
Robert and Lisa Richardson
Michael Robinson and Orlando Zambrano
Susan Ruf and Michael Walsh
Paul and Charlotta Runci
Glenn Russell
Albert and Jocelyn Sherman
Jeffrey and Cathy Siegal
Michelle Skoorka and David Burgess
Linda and Tim Somes
SOUCISSE Giving Fund
Christopher and Anne Spaight
Brian and Michelle Spero
Starkweather & Shepley Charitable Fund
Paul and Carole Steinbrenner
D & D Fence
Anson and Marilyn Stookey
David Sullivan and Gary DiBlasio  
   Charitable Trust
Margaret Sullivan-Carr
Edward P. Swanson
David and Dana Swist
Kathleen and Len Taddei
William and Terrill Taylor
The Air Products Foundation
The Hire Key, Inc.
The Hope Foundation
The North Family Trust
The Rotary Club of Jamestown
The Washington Trust Company
James Thurman
Todd and Lisa Stuart Foundation
Julia Rush Toland
Donald and Pamela Troppoli
WalMart
Alexander and Sally Walsh
Weiss Family Fund
David D. Wharmby and Belinda J. Basile
Eric and Elaine Williams
John and Linnea Wolfe
Harrison M. and Josephine Wright

MLK Summer Campers are introduced to sailing, 
thanks to a partnership with Sail Newport.

“We came here when we were kids. We really like the diversity in the 
education programs. We like that they follow a strict structure but also 
have fun. The MLK definitely helped us out from being young parents 
to where we are now.” 
                                      —  Colin and Tanaysha
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$500 - $999
A2B Tracking Solutions, Inc.
Eric and Alyson Adkins
Edith June Almanzor
Anonymous (many)
Aquidneck Island Clergy Association
Richard and Nancy Arthur
Bally’s Tiverton Casino & Hotel
Susan Barnes and Claudia Helt
Ryan Belmore and Jennifer Martin
Nancy Bennett
Richard and Amy Beretta
John and Tara Bronson
John and Winnie Broughan
Paul and Nancy Cardoza
Carey, Richmond & Viking Insurance
Cathleen Carr
Child & Family
Donald Christ
Cigna
Edwin and Anne Cordin
Nancy and David Corkery
Sue Curran
David and Sandra Curtis
Anais Dakin
John and Katherine Damon
Dell Technologies
Mike Denci
Ellen and Stephen Devoe
Peter Denton 
Molly Dickinson
Mary Beth Dolohanty and Patricia Coussa
David and Michelle Donatelli Family Fund
William and Mary Durgin
Dennis and Madeleine Durkin  
   Charitable Foundation
Jane Dwyer
Michael and Maryalice Ennis
Lampton and Elizabeth Enochs
Gregory Fater
Robert Ferreira
Stephen Ferreira
David and Mary Ann Fiaschetti
James Fry and Maureen Thompson
Sandra Gallagher
Peter and Melinda Gerard &  
   Loti Falk Family Fund
Robert H.I. Goddard and  
   Hope Drury Goddard Fund
Thomas and Lisa Goddard

Samuel and Kathleen Goldblatt
Joanne Gorman Fund
Berne Greene
Robert Grusky
Daniel Hall
William B. and Judith A. Hall  
   Family Charitable Fund
Michael and Susan Hayes
Margaret Haywood
Susan Herbst
Jamie and Tricia Hilton
Edward Karle and Kate Hoepfner-Karle
Brian and Lori Hogan
Barbara Holland
Jack and Ellen Holland
Ted and Anne Hood
Mark and Marlena Horan
Stefani Hulitar
Penelope Hunt
Alexa Hunter
Mary Beth Jenkins
Albert Johnson
Regina Jones
Andrew and Wendy Kagan

John and Julie Kaull
Lewis and Trudy Keen
Susan and John Kelchner
Pamela Kelley
Pamela and Gary Kilroy
Deborah and Liam King
Sue Klau
Paul Kloiber
Klugman Family Charitable Fund
Gary and Marie Knapp
William and Kathryn Labbe
Landings Apartment Community
Gerald Lauderdale
The Ledoux Family Charitable Gift Fund
George and Laura Loftus
Darcy Magratten and Jim Estes
Anacristina Maia
Maids of Distinction Inc.
M. Holt and Sandra Massey
Elisabeth A. McCarthy
Janeen McDonald
Daniel and Mary Jean McDonough
Arthur Mead
Mill Street Inn
Elizabeth Minifie
Moore, Virgadamo & Lynch, Ltd.
Florence Nelson
Newport Firefighters IAFF - Local 1080
Newport Police Fraternal Order  
   of Police, Lodge #8
Newport Yacht Club
David and Carole Nicodemus
Hilary Nimons
O’Connor Giving Fund
Danielle and Spencer Ogden
David and Joann Owens
Brian and Annette Pelletier

The community enjoys free exercise programs like yoga, toning, and Tai Chi. 

“You left it all at home in your 
country and here you are a  
new person. The Center says, 
‘Do not be afraid of anything,  
we will help you.’  This love 
of people is the love of every 
person in America.” 
—   Zoryana, new to Newport  

from Ukraine
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Supporters
Daniel Petashnick
Susan Piacenti
John and Melissa Pinheiro
Elizabeth Pinto and Kathleen Almanzor
Michael and Elizabeth Pinto
Madeline Polss
Lauren Pothier
Robert Power
Lincoln Prentiss
PVD 535 Prospect LLC
Jennifer Raby
Reading with Robin LLC
David and Leslie Reed
Christa Reise
Denise Roberts
Josie Rock
Robert M. Sabel and B. Lynne Mallonee
Salve Regina University
Salve Regina University Music Department
Harold and Jean Sanders
Victor and Pat Sawicki
Shamrock Electric
Mr. Patrick Shea
J. Henry and Kathryn Sheehan
Daniel and Dyan Sierra
Daniel and Rachel Silverman
John Sommerville, Jr. and Joanna Sommerville
Denice Spero and Christopher Pargellis
St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea
St. George’s School
Paul Sullivan and Gloria Dahl
The Brenton Hotel
The Sand Foundation
John Thompson
Andrew and Eileen Vermilye  
   donor advised fund
Robert and Victory Walsh
Carol Ward
Tom and Marilyn Warren
Bonnie Watson

White Horse Tavern
Marion White
Stephani Whittaker
Wilkinson Family Fund
Christine Winslow
Martha Wofford
Saira Yamin
Cheryl and David Yeack
Joseph Yoffa

$250 - $499
Amanda and Patrick Bryan
Ancient Order of Hibernians,  
   Dennis Collins Division 1
Anonymous (many)
Steven C. Aten and Catharine Linville
A.W. Inc.
Dianne Barker
Michael Behan
Ben’s Furniture Co.
Beverage Enterprises
Nancy and Daniel Bills
Sarah Blackstock
Bloomerang
Lauren Bolusky
Chris Bowles
Brick Market Place Condo Association
Dave Calson
Francesca B. Campo |  
   Campo & Company Events
Christopher and Katherine Carbone
Drew Carey and Lisa Colburn
Lauren Carson
Casey’s Oil and Propane
Richard J. Casten
Terry Childs
Alicia Cipriano and Robert Walsh

Todd and Sarah Clark
Rachel Cocroft and Joyce Douglas
Kelley and Christopher Coen
Daniel Coley
Mary and Dave Dacquino
Marc Dagesse
William DeWitt
Lillian Dick
Maryellen Doherty
Rebecca Doughty
Doyle Sails Newport
Michelle Drum
George and Martha Easley
Mr. James Eckler
Zia and Denys Eftekhar
Lisa Elliott 
Mary Randolph Emerson
Malcolm Farmer
Farrar & Associates Inc.
Jeffrey and Lorraine Farrar
Bonnie Feeney
Mark Finlay
Richard and Denise Fitzgerald
Peyton Fleming
Flynn Financial Group
Nathaniel Foote
Andrew Fotopulos
Barbara Frost
Lynne Furtado
Michele J. Gallagher Glesinger
Gina Gallo
William and Kathleen Geasey
Ernest Gibbons Jr and Alison Cooper
Elizabeth Gooding
Robert and Gail Gormally
Joanna Grocott
Nikolas Gvosdev and Heidi Kranz

Newport Police officers volunteering at an MLK Friends Lunch.

“The breakfast lunch and  
snack are great. He is such a 
picky eater but I don’t have 
to worry about packing him 
anything because he loves the 
meals Mr. Rich makes.”

                —   Pam, Middletown
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Supporters
Gyroscorp America LLC
Jeanne and William Harrington
Luke Herbert
Marie Hertenstein
Bill and Karen Corcoran
Marie and Robert Iriye
Joni Jablansky
Linda T. Jenkins
Timothy Jermain and Colleen Burns Jermain
Rana Johnson
Kahn, Litwin, Renza & Co., Ltd.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Keesling
Tim, Marni and Ashton Kellogg
Robert and Susan Kieronski
Lucy Kinsley
Knights of Columbus, Council 256
Paula Kramer and David Hunt
Nord Lange and Katie Dyer
Local 911 AFSCME AFL CIO
Whitney Lockwood Fund
Douglas Logan
Kathryn Longo
Kathryn Whitney Lucey and William Lucey
Elizabeth Lynn

James Mahoney
Robin Main
Kim Malvey
Gladys Marchi-Barbosa
John and Maureen Maurer
Gene and Maureen McCabe
Glenna McCaffrey
Kevin and Patricia McCarthy
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel McGregor
Marcia Meirowitz
Victor Melfa
Maryann Mendoza
Peter and Susan Metzger
Metzger, Desocio, Finkelstein Fund
Jim Miller and Kim Fuller
Kelsey Miller
Mark and Jessica Monroe
Jim and Carolyn Moy
NEARI Local 840 / Newport Municipal 
   Employees Assoc.
Newport Babe Ruth League Inc.
Newport Power Yoga
Newport Society Club
Farouk and Susan Niazy
Anthony and Olivia Nuzzo
Cristina Offenberg
Ben O’Hearn
Paul and Patricia Onofrio
Chris Palmer
Donald Pantalena
Aidan Paolo

Janice Parvo
Robert and Tracy Perez-Menendez
Perry CRE
Peter D Connerton Jr Memorial Fund
Portobello Jewelers
Portsmouth Abbey School
Robert Powers and Robin Main
Ann and Stephen Quarry
Lisa Quattrocki Knight
Rhode Races Events Inc.
Hector and Maria Rodriguez
Gail Ryan
Nancy and Tim Ryan
Linda and Gene Salvatore
Sufala Sapers
Sara Campbell
Cheryl Schiarizzi
Joy Scott 
Michael Semenza
David A. Sharp
Douglas Shear
Philip and Jennifer Sheridan
Ed and Kate Sisk
Slate & Copper Services
Dave and Deborah Smith
Mary Alice Smith
Virginia Spaulding
Susan Spinner
Arthur Spivack
Evelyn Sterne
Elizabeth Stevens and Norman MacLeodVery excited for his first day of Preschool.

“I worked as a house manager for a local family for years. I did 
everything for them. When the children got older, I stopped being  
the nanny and became the family manager, organizing children’s 
schedules,  booking travel…I did everything. When the family moved 
across the country, they wanted me to come with them. I love 
them but I wanted to stay here. My grandkids are here. I rent in 
Portsmouth and the rent is way too high but I make it work.  
I don’t want to work for just one family anymore so I started my 
own business organizing for a few private clients and AirBnB owners. 
It’s great in the summer but in the off season it’s rough. So I come 
to the food pantry. I have a very restricted diet so I have to be really 
careful. There are things I can’t eat. I can get meat and vegetables 
and things like toilet paper and dish soap. It really helps.”

                                             —   Senior Woman, Portsmouth
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Supporters
Dennis P. Sullivan
Gail Thacher
The Browning Family Foundation
The Newport Havurah
Keri Tilman and Nathan Tilman, DDS
William and Deborah Timby
Chris G. Tompsett
Judy A. Tucker
Kerry Tyson and Zackary King
UBS Community Affairs
United Way of Rhode Island
Louis Upham and Kate Sanderson-Upham
John Wallace
James Waugh
Thomas and Elizabeth Whittleton
William Willis
Robert and Annie Wilson

Wish Newport
Christine Witkos
Donna Woishek
Voute Charitable Trust
Thomas and Charlotte Yeomans

$100 - $249
Robert and Cynthia Albanese
Charles Albrecht and Edna Chin
Lisa Alercio-Brew 
Kristin Allain
Jeffery and Susan Allen
Allen’s Wine and Spirits
Holly and Louis Amoruso III
Jorie Andrews
Anonymous (many)
Apex Kitchens and Baths
Jan Armor
Tara Atwood
Bonnie Axelson
Phil Ayoub
David Baggesen
James and Dorothy Baker
Brian and Mary Bardorf
David and Sandra Barnes
Roger and Sandra Barnett

Stephen and Deborah Barth
Susan Bates
Roberta Benjamin 
Karen Augeri Benson
Elizabeth J. Beretta
Norman and Joyce Beretta
Suzanne Berger
Jeannine Bestoso
Elizabeth Bickford
Lisa and Scott Bode
Susan Booth
Gayle Bordlemay
George and Sharon Botelho
Michael and Katherine Bowers
Pelham and Ann Boyer
Dale and Paula Bradley
Beth Brantingham
Joan Breakell
Madeline and Maurice Bric
Linda Brown
Maeve and Marko Brumec
John Burnham and Rachel Balaban
Anita and Peter Butler
William L. Burgin
Shawn Burns
Judith Byrnes

The Mobile Food Pantry made 177 visits to 17 Newport County neighborhoods.  

“What a wonderful job they 
(Mobile Food Pantry) do once  
a month and we’re lucky to  
have them, whatever the 
weather.” 
       —   Allen, Middletown
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Maggie Calcagno
Catherine Callahan
Kimberly Canning
Elizabeth Capelotti
Anthony Catanzaro
Charter Books
Sam and Patricia Chase
J. Clement Cicilline
Citizens Bank Charitable Foundation
City by the Sea Communications
Jennifer E. Cloud
Nancy Cloud
Neill and Diane Coffey
Martin and Elizabeth Cohen
Walter Cooper
Wanda Corcoran
Bill and Karen Corcoran
Peter Coriander
Keith and Laura Coristine
Amy Corriveau
Cory Silken Photography, LLC
Timothy Costello
Jeremy Couto
Lee Crane
Barbara Crouchley
Lauren Curtis
Oleg Dashko
Mary de Pinho
Michelle Deane
Deborah Del Nero
Suzanne Desillier
Anne Devaney
William and Kathleen Dickenson
Lisa DiMaria
Dawn DiMeola and  
   Susan and William Dixon
Marjorie Dodge
Juliet Douglas
Emlen and Elizabeth Drayton
Jacqueline and George Dube
Patricia Duch
Steven and Suzanne Dunbar
Joan Edenbach
William and Marilyn Edenbach
Elite Auto Repair Inc.
M. Marguerite Elliott
Benjamin Eshleman III
Stephen and Christine Fagan
Kenneth Fain
Timothy and Cheryl Farrey
William and Lee Ferreira

Kiki Finn
Finnish Line Inc
Elizabeth Fitzgibbon
Erin E. Flynn
Scott S. Foberg and Janet M. White
Paola Fonseca-Fernandez
Frankel Family
Gail and Paul Frechette
Tracy Marinan Freese
James Freess and Sondra Gold
Richard Fullerton
Kerri Gallaway
Tom and Joan Galvin
Gap Foundation 
Brian Geer and Kevin Harrington
Donna and Ed Giblin
Pamela Gilpin
Bernadette Gleeson
Susan Closter-Godoy and Carlos Godoy
Robert and Elsie Goodrum
Joanne Gracia
Dawn Griffin
Nancy Grinnell
Steve and Katiana Gruppioni
Marijane Hackett
Patrick and Lauren Haley
Anne Hall
Phillips and Cynthia Hallowell
Craig Hammonds
Jane Hanks
James and Lenice Harrington
Guy and Dora Harris
Ross and Alice Harris

John Hayes
Tanya Hayes
Gina Helm
Bruce and Leslie Henderson
Edward Henry and Susan Monk
Dr. and Mrs. James Herstoff
George and Lindsey Hill
John and Mary Hirschboeck
Lydia Hofstetter
Elaine Holder 
Jacqueline Hole
Jennifer Hole
John and Kathleen Hole
Andrea Hollis
Wendy Houle
Renee Huntley
Lisa Hurd
Dorothy Hyder-Lane
Members of Ida Lewis Yacht Club
Robert and Cynthia Jackson
Kristin Jacobs
Anne Jenkins
Mary M. Jennings Fund
Milly Jessen
Victoria Johnson
Lee Jordach
David Kalif
George and Jill Kassis
Merritt Keffer
David and Mary Ann Kelly

Lots of family hugs at the Preschool Open House.

“I give every month because 
I appreciate the many quality 
programs and services offered 
to anyone needing help or a 
little assistance. What struck 
me the other night on my 
tour was the welcoming 
environment and the emphasis 
on personal well-being and 
the influence the center 
has on supporting a healthy 
community.” 
        —  Erin D., monthly donor
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Supporters
Richard and Joan Kelly
Laurel and James Kenney
Nancy Keyworth
Gordon and Karen King
Laurie Kirby
Linda Kirkpatrick
Stephanie Kirsch 
Dolores Krapp
Dennis and Fran Kretzschmar
Julie Krugman
Theresa Lacerda
Peter H. LaFreniere
Nancy C. Lancaster
Scott and Cheryl Langford
Marissa Laro
Lewis Lassow
Kara Laughlin
Andrea Lee and Christine Cassels
Harley Lee
Lorna Rutherford Lewis
Lisa Libutti
Fern Lima
David and Helen Lincoln
Kathleen Loftus
Keith and Kathleen Longson
Lionel and Lynda Loranger
Lucia Italian Restaurant
Stephanie Luther
Mary MacDonald
Jennifer Machiaverna 
William and Barbara MacGowan
Darcy Magratten
Dr. James O. Maher and  
   Dr. Catherine Labiak-Maher
John and Judith Malcom
Natalie Manning
Justine Marino
Deborah Marro
Bette Martin
Mary Ann Martin
Michael and Valerie Martin
Michael J. Martin
Phil and Jennie Martin
Stephen and Mary Martin
Janet McCarthy
Robert and Barbara McGlumphy
Karen McGovern and Julius Borges
Jeff McKenzie
Justin McLaughlin and Christine Cobaugh
Ann McMahon 
Teresa McMahon

Jean McMillan
Allison McNally
Sue McNally and Doug Sabetti
Sharon McNamee
H. Jackson and Gloria Merchant
Lee Merrill and Susan Hager
Lois Migneault
Deborah Mikelonis
Beth and Russell Milham
Nancy Miller
Stacie Mills
Miguel Minino and Mayra Arroyo
Moberg Fireplaces Inc.
Roger W. Mollo III
Maria Moloney
Heidi Monroe
Kenneth Monroe
Denise Montoya
Sebastian Moore
Richard and Sharon Morgera
Edward J. and Jane K. Morris
Michael and Beverly Muessel
Ryan and Alyson Mulhern
Arthur W. Murphy
Ed Murray
Jim and Jocelyn Nacci
James and Susan Nagle
Howard Naugle
Barbara Nelson-LaBove
Howard and Mary Newman
Newport Foodies Stroll
Michael Niedzwiecki
Anella T. Nies Charitable Giving Fund
George and Luanne Nugent
Patricia O’Connell
Teri O’Donnell
Erin O’Gara Dollard
John Eric Hovermale and  
   Mary Clare O’Grady
Kris Oliveira
Paul Oliveira
Margaret O’Neill

Melissa O’Neill
Elise O’Shaugnessy
Timothy and Elizabeth O’Shea
Tom Pagonis and Amy Acampora
Nicholas Pasyanos
Charlie Patrissi and Anne Berman
Charles Pattavina 
Matthew Paul
Valerie Paul 
David Pedrick and Laura Freedman
Charlene Peer
Torre and Patricia Peterson
David and Dianne Piccoli  
   Family Charitable Fund
Susan and John Plowden
Jeff and Elise Plumb
Peter Portney 
Pour Judgement
Susan Bowen Powers
Janet Prip
David Pritchard
Lisa Pritchard
Leigh Quinn Sr.
Donna Radkovich
Rejects Beer Co.
Alex Renna
Tony and Lynne Rey
Ronna Reynolds
Rhode Island Wind Ensemble
Richardson Family Fund
Barbara H. Roberts
Colin Roberts
Michaela Robitaille
Addie Rodman
Paige Roderiques
Richard and Brenda Rodrigues
Terence and Amy Roehrig

A couple dancing at one of five free outdoor 
concerts held in Summer, 2023.

“I think the MLK is the  
charitable soul of this 
community. There’s no  
better organization.”

        —  Laura, Newport
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Supporters
Leah Rogers
Sky and Molly Sabin
Salve Regina University  
   Social Work Department
Saunders Family
Kate Sawyer
R. Michael and Helene Sceery
Craig Schmidt
Schneider Electric N.A. Foundation
Lisa Scholl
Janine Schwartz
Sea Gear Uniforms 
Harold and Susan Seidler
Terry Seligmann
Janet Sells
Nancy Serpa
Aaron and Jackie Sesin
David and Vivian Shaull
Mary Shean
Alexis Sheehan
Heather Sheley
Gail and Michael Shepherd
Stephanie Shoemaker
Sisters of Mercy Northeast Inc.
Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny
Clinton Skarka
William Mooney Sloneker Fund
Smarter Building Systems LLC
Elizabeth Smith
Carlos and Gretchen Sotomayor
Heather Spence Costa
Spencer Fisheries LLC
Eric and Patty Spigel
Brittany Spurgas
Ramona Stadler 
Richard and Veronica St Jean
Deacon Paul St. Laurent
J. Christopher Stephens
Nanci Stewart
Stop & Shop Supermarkets – Corporate
Christopher Strout
Carol Sullivan
Denise Sullivan
Mary Sullivan
John Surrette 
Paul and Cynthia Swanson
Brian and Annie Tatirosian
Keith Tavares
Linda Tempesta
Thames Glass, Inc.
The Aquidneck Club

Louanne Thomas
James Thurber
Annette Tonti and Steven Turilli
Douglas and Elaine Trainor
Maura Travers
Paul L. Trombly 
Patricia and Daniel Ustick
Cyril Vallet
Carol Vernon
Martyn and Elizabeth Walker
Jessica Walsh
David Wanders
Cynthia Ward
John Ward
Kathleen Ward
Michael and Susan Weiss
Linda Welters
Heidi Werther
Nancy Wharton
Jessica Whealy

Leonard W. and Ana T. Wildemann
Booker and Thelma Williams
Ellrony and Priscilla Williams
Warren and Holly Williams
Sheila Winter
Elizabeth Woodhouse
William and Eve Woodhull
Gary and Kathleen Woodworth
Theresa Wosencroft
Tot and Mary Wright
John W. Wright
Grady Yarrow
Jason Yozura
Cynthia Zimmer
Katharine Zins

Up to $99
Nancy Abbinanti 
Ceasar Abreu
Cynthia Allen-Berson
Michael Alper
American Assoc. of University Women, 
Chapter AAUW-RI
Amica Mutual Insurance Company
Theodore Anderson
Ann and Joseph Anesta
Anonymous (many)
James T. Archibald 
Judith Bulk Asher
Atria Harborhill
Deborah Bailey

Staffing a seasonal parking lot at Citizens Bank provides client employment and 
net revenue to sustain other Center programs.

“Before the MLK, nobody  
else gave me a chance.  
No opportunity of working.  
I’m lucky to have the Center. 
It’s a family.  We’re all together.” 
          —   William, shown in  

photo below
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Dion and Jane Bally
Gretchen Barnes
Irving Barrett
Joanne Barros
Elizabeth Behan
Jeffrey and Diane Belden
Barbara Bessette 
Brailee Black
Hilary Block Couturier
Donald Bobba
Amanda Bourne
Rosemary Bowers
William Boyd
Mark Brosnan
Matt Brown
Michael and Eleanora Bryant
Thomas and Corleen Buckley
Marilyn Bunnewith
John and Sue Burke
Patrick and Kathleen Burke
John Burns
Timothy and Lorrie Burns
Tara Capasso 
Adam Carceller
Sarah Cardin
Betty Cares
Josephine and Charles Carlos
Deborah Carr
Brian and Nancy Carroll
Judith S. Carroll
Nancy Caswell
Jennifer Cestodio 
R. Miles and Linda Chandler
David and Marianne Chronley
Charles and Toni Ciany
Barbara Cioffi
Susan Clark
Susan E. Clark
William and Mary Clark
Sylvan Clews

Mary Colaneri
Colleen and Brian Welsh
William Collier
Lauren Tomasian and Tim Collins-Tomasian
Nathan Comstock
Conanicut Marine Services Inc.
Lillianne Condez
Shawn Connell-Clarkson
Philip Coriander
Eli Cote
Judith and Peter Curtis
Larry and Kim Dame
Peter S. Damon
Kate Davis
Alex DeJarnatt
Paul Del Guercio
Stephanie D’Elia
Jerilyn DeLuca-Hawk
Kate Donna Dempsey
Michael Dennis
Dana D’Eramo Ohannessian
Linda and Russell DeSimone
Phyllis Detwiler
Mary Devine
Brenda Dillmann
Barbara DiSanto
Siobhan Doherty

Kai Dolbashian
Tod and Dawn Drake
Lauren Driscoll
Sheila Dunn
Ronald and Theresa DuVall
Irene Ebbitt
Edward Jones 
Jacob Eosco
Francesca Erice
Leslie Fehrenbach
Ann Finn
FM Global Foundation
Daphne Fogg
Michael and Laura Foran
Kathleen Foulke
E Gadz
Lisa George
Jeanne Gereau
Cheryl Gilbert
Mary Jean Gillette
Maria Gilman
John Glancy
Mitch Goldblatt
Moshe Golden
Elaine Gonsalves
Tom and Claudia Gorman
Warren and Linda Gray
Greater Newport Chamber of Commerce
John and Maureen Greichen
Diana Grigsby
James and Marisa Grondin
Richard and Terry Grosvenor
Paul and Kate Grotteberg
Callie Hall
Jennifer Barrett Hall
Donald and Linda Hammer
Kristin Hansen
Lawrence and Katherine Harrop
Janice Hart
Joe Herron
Maria Hoffmann 
Roseleen Holder
Michaela Holmes Ware
Alice Hoskins
Kathleen Hughes
Michael S. Hussey
Morgan Iannuccilli 
Kerrie Johnson
Platt and Nancy Johnson
Robert and Denise Johnson
Karen and Russell Johnson
Alexander Jones

Lunch & Learn is fun for older adults, like this actor visit from the Newport Historical Society.

“We had an amazing visit.  
We are impressed with  
how much good you do 
with the resources available 
to you – it’s pretty amazing 
and you’re helping so many 
people.”

   —   Traci and Chris, Newport
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Kathleen Mitchell
Mary Moore
Elizabeth Morancy
Morelli Giving Fund
Carmella Murphy
Margaret Armstrong Murray
Jennifer Nardone
Sarah Brehant Events
Newport Family Foot Care
Newport Innovative Products  
   and Marketing, LLC
William and Susan Nicholson
Ken and Dayna Nomiyama
Jeanine O’Donnell-Northup
Steph Ottilige
Tim Owens
Julia M Pai
Karen Parent
Janet Park
Curtis R. Parker
Douglas Pascua
Kim Payton
Stephen Perry
Kathryn Petterson
Diane Pincus
Jennifer Pipe
Dennis Piranian and Maria Keohane
Candace and J. Christopher Powell
Flora Prestipino
Jerry Price
Colonel and Mrs. Richard and Cynthia Price
James Puppi
Kat Ram

Bernadette Maligranda
Donna Manning
Christine Manzi
Marguerite Marano
Heidi Maria
Katherine Marino
Steve Marsocci
Cara Massey
Helen Mathieu
Henry and Patricia May
Timothy May and Ann Arnold
Keith J. Mayes II  
Dereke and Veronica Mays
Dildra McCarroll
Dennis and Susan McCoy
Marilyn McDonald
Nancy McEnness
Andrew and Laurie McGowan
Timothy and Dawn McHugh
Karen McLoughlin
Geoffrey and Linda McNally
Chris Mello

Marie Jones-Bridges
Kahn, Litwin, Renza & Co., Ltd.
W.  Thomas Kammerer II
Gayle Kaplan
Winkle Kelley
John and Susan Kenny
Thomas Kennedy
Lisa and Jeff Kerr
Jocelyn and John King
Richard H. Kingsley 
Maggie Kinnear
Charles and Kathleen Kiven
Richard and Nancy Klaffky
Gregory Klaiber
Ralph and Delia Klingbeil
Pamela Knapp
William Knapp and Judith H. Bell
Susan Kosegarten
Vera Kourkoutas
Thomas and Janice Kowalczyk
Eileen Kuiee
L&M’s Closet Cleaning
Johnny and Julie Lairsey
Shawnita Lambert
Monica Lange
Jennifer Larson
Cheryl Leaver
Teresa Leblanc
Paul A. Leys and Mardie M. Corcoran
Angela Lima
Deborah Linnell
Jesse Lipson
Portia Little
American Marketing Association Social 
Impact
Francine Lucci
Linda Ludvick
Linda Lulli
Abigail MacDonald
Scott MacLeod
Michael Macrides

Supporters

Parents chose toys for 1,257 children in Santa’s Workshop.

“I just recently became unemployed and have been utilizing the food 
pantry to feed my family. It’s a great help when you’re struggling to pay 
rent and car insurance and going to the laundromat with limited income 
to live within your means.  Your support is keeping me from becoming 
hungry or homeless.  I’m struggling, but I’m humble. Thank you.”

                                                                     —   Sheila, Newport
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Robin Raposa
Sue Reposa
Micah Reyes
Rhode Island Commerce Corporation
Amy Rice
Barbara Richter
George and Nancy Rosner
Marian Royer
Heather Ruhsam
Raymond E. Safford 
Ben Sargent
Kimberly Sarro
Colleen Savage
Dennis Schain
Porter Schapiro
Susan Ann Schenck
Nancy Scott
Patrick and Christine Segerson
Brian D. Shanley and Susan M. Walsh
Shaw’s Markets
Marilyn Shea
Michael Shea
Anne Sherman
Louise Shovelton
John and Mary Sippell
Carolyn Sly
Douglas and Margaret Smith
Heather Smith
Jennifer Spaulding
Martha Spiewak
Elizabeth Spoden
William and Joanna Spooner
Jen Stavrakas
Jamie Steffin
John Steiger
Steven Barreto and Wendy Schwartz
Jonathan Swanson
Grace Tan-Wang
The Newport Sweet Shoppe
The Reef Newport
The Young Hamilton Family Trust 2017
Kendra Toppa

Susan Tourgee
Carolyn Turner
Rosa Tysor
Martha Ullman
Brady Ustick
Fitzgerald Ustick
Claire Valente
Jillian Velioglu
Robert Vitello and Barbara Winkler
John and Jill Vitko
WADK 1540AM / 3G Broadcasting, Inc.
Patricia L. Walcott Hopkins
Laura Walker
Louis and Elaine Walker
Peter and Andree Warwick
Janine Weisman
Eileen Westgate
Elizabeth Wheeler
Terese Whelan
Benjamin Willett
Trudy Willis
Willow Tree Childcare
Erin Wilson
Marnie Jewell and Margaret Winters
Loraine Winthrop
Jani Wolstenholme
Amy Wosencroft
Anne Wright
Jeffrey and Betsy Yost
Kerstin Zettmar

Every donor is so important to us.  
We work hard to ensure the accuracy  
of these listings but we’re human  
and mistakes are possible. If we’ve  
listed your name incorrectly,  
please let us know.

Supporters

Fresh produce is available every day at the MLK. 
Over 245,000 pounds of fruits and vegetables 
were distributed in fiscal year 2024.

“Everything is so expensive now. So, when I learned that we could use 
the food from the pantry in these meals, I made sure to stop by the 
pantry to help with the cost of healthy groceries. I now use veggies in 
every dish cause this class taught me how to.”

                              —   Melissa, Newport (continued on next page)
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In-Kind Donations

12 Meter Café
22 Bowen’s Wine Bar & Grille
2CANOES
485 Enterprises Inc.
A Market Natural Foods
AARP – Newport Chapter 207
AARP Portsmouth
Isabel Abelheira
Meredith Adams
Aldi’s Supermarket
All Saints STEAM Academy
Marc Allen
Mark Allen
Allen’s Wine and Spirits
Sharon Allied
Armand Aloi and Heather Osterberg-Aloi
Amenity Aid
American Assoc. of University Women,  
   Chapter AAUW-RI
Anchor Dental
Julia Andrews
Leslie Andrews
Anonymous (Many)
Robert Anton
Anytime Fitness
Aquidneck Community Table
Aquidneck Elementary School
Aquidneck Harvest Company LLC
Aquidneck Island Striper Team
Aramli Foundation
Atria Aquidneck Place
Audrain Automobile Museum of Newport
Audrain Concours Foundation
Audrain Hospitality
Darlene Ayala
Backpacks For a Cause
BankNewport
BankRI
Barden Family Orchard
Donna Barker
Susan Barnes and Claudia Helt
Lindsay Bartis

Bartlett Dunbar and Lisa Lewis
Bruce and Mimi Bartlett
Peter and Barbara Baum
Michael and Joan Beachnau
Beaucoup Café
John Begg
Behan Bros. Inc.
Debbie Behan
Barbara Behan-Howlett
Belgravia Imports
Bellevue Wine & Spirits
Ben & Jerry’s Scoop Shop
Barbara M. Benson
Berthon USA
Kimberly Berube
Ellen Bisshopp
BJ’s Wholesale Club
Brailee Black
Kate Blair Van Winkle and Justin Bass
Nancy Blanchette
Blount Fine Foods
Blush + Coral Co.
Donald Bobba

Niamh Bohan
Julia Boone
Lisa Boron
Bowen’s Wharf Company
Bowen’s Wharf Merchants Association
Laurene Bowers
Boys and Girls Club of Newport County
Winifred Brady
Kristina Braga
Tess Brantingham

“Kristin is so good. She’s so nice 
and understanding. She helps 
guide us. We’re getting more 
than just cooking lessons in 
LivFit. We’re learning how to  
find and cook healthy and  
good food.”

           —  Melissa, Newport

Kids in MLK After School enjoy enriching STEM activities like robotics.

Non-cash donations are critically important to the Center. In-kind donations account for about 26% 
of the food we provide in the food pantry. (About 45% is donated by the RI Community Food Bank. 
To meet the needs of our community, we must purchase about 29% of the food we offer.)  Similarly, 
donations of toys and supermarket and retail gift cards make our holiday programs possible. We are 
very grateful to our in-kind donors for choosing to give to the MLK. Without them, we would help 
far fewer people.



Leilani Brenner
Brick Alley Pub
Jeffrey Brooks and Marina Perea Brooks
Erin Broten
Jeff and Ann Brown
Megan Browning
Maeve and Marko Brumec
Amy Bruni
Dr. Tom Cahill and Ms. Maura Lindsay
Amanda Caito
Caleb & Broad
Califia Farms
Thomas and Faith Callahan
Calmoseptine, Inc.
Calvary Christian Preschool
Calvary United Methodist Church
Patricia Campagna
Kandace Campbell
William and Jan Campbell
Francesca B. Campo |  
   Campo & Company Events
Taylor Caraway
Christopher and Katherine Carbone
Glen and Suzanne Cardinal
Carey, Richmond & Viking Insurance
Christie-Ann Carrington
Judith S. Carroll

Meredith Carroll
Casey’s Marina
Casey’s Oil and Propane
Castle Hill Inn & Resort
Pamela Castro
Mia Ceglie
Channing Memorial Church
Charter Books
Church of the Holy Cross
Alicia Cipriano and Robert Walsh
City of Newport
Shelly Clark
Clements’ Marketplace
Coastal Foot & Ankle
Kelley Coen
Martin and Elizabeth Cohen
Tricia Coleman
Susan Coletti
Nancy Coll
Lauren Tomasian and Tim Collins-Tomasian
Community Blessings
Conexión Latina Newport
Kathleen Conover
Anita Marie Conway
Elizabeth Conway
Robert and Michelle Conway
Asher Cornwell
Philip Cozzolina
James and Karoline Cranson
Barbara Crouchley
Cub Scout Pack 77
Richard and Kimberly Cummins
Curl Up and Dye
Custom House Coffee
CVS Health

Susan Darby
Saint Vincent de Paul Saint Lucy’s Church 
Conference
Michelle Deane
Jaime Dellavolpe
Donald Desrosiers and Will Dewey
Clayton and Nancy Deutsch
Brianna DeWitt
Louis Dipietro
Siobhan Doherty
Sandy Dolnier
Ruth Donahue
Joe Dougherty
Liz Dougherty
Dragonfly Farm
Kate Drummey
Robert and Judy Dudek
Roberta Dugan
Steven and Suzanne Dunbar
Martin and Linda Dutra
E. Frances Paper, Inc.
East Bay Community Action Program
Sophia Eck
Edward Jones
Elemental Skate
Lisa Elliott
Donna Ellis
Embrace Home Loans
Emmanuel Church
Enbridge (U.S.) Inc.
Endeavor Seafood
Gary and Rosanne Esposito
Estate of Merry Preston
Evoke Therapy
Peter Faerber
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In-Kind Donations

A load of clean blankets ready for the Overnight 
Warming Center, where unhoused people  
slept at the Center every night from January 
through March.

“The MLK helps me avoid certain crowds for my recovery and my 
health. The MLK is keeping me off the street. It says something that 
sleeping on a yoga mat on the floor was better than an actual bed, 
but it was. I love that the Center is open to and helps everyone of all 
statuses, backgrounds, and cultures.  If the MLK didn’t exist, a lot of 
people wouldn’t be heard. I was one of those people. But the MLK now 
knows my situation. I’m seen. People check in on me, asking if I’m okay. 
I appreciate that. It was unexpected. I am understood for who I am. 
Other organizations should have the Center’s values and adopt them.”

                    —  Formerly homeless man who used the Warming Center
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In-Kind Donations
Thomas and Lorrie Fedyszyn
David and Lissa Fernandez
Joann Ferris
Emily Fetherston
David and Mary Ann Fiaschetti
Minerva Fish
Richard and Denise Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick Adult Soccer Team
Fitzpatrick Team
Adrian Flatgard and Sharon Flatgard
Foodlove Market
Forest Avenue School
Forest Avenue School Parent Teacher Group
Fort Adams Trust
Forty 1° North
Four Hearts Foundation
Dana Frascarelli
Scott Fredrickson
James Freess and Sondra Gold
James Fry and Maureen Thompson
Jane Galin
Julia Gall
Lesley Gallagher
Sandra Gallagher
Gansett Tours
Pawler Garrahan
Marie Gayle
General Dynamics Electric Boat Newport 
Engineering Office
Ernest Gibbons Jr and Alison Cooper
Susan Gillson
Maria Gilman
Paul and Ginny Gilman
Gil’s Appliances
Girl Scout Troop 602
Giusto Newport
Irene Glasser
Glorious Affairs Catering
David and Jennelle Goodburn
Gooseberry Beach Shack
Mark and Anne Gorman
Greater Newport Chamber of Commerce
Green Animals Topiary Garden
Meme Greichen
Matthew Grenier
Mary Groarke
Paul and Kate Grotteberg
Steve and Katiana Gruppioni
Gustave White Sotheby’s  
   International Realty

Jon Hall
Mary Ellen Hallam
Josh and Shannon Hammond
Sylvia Hampton
Tucker Harris and Ellen Coleman Retlev
Steve and Nancy Harten
Hathaway School
Chris and Connie Hayes
Peter Hayes
Thomas Haythe
Margaret Haywood
Helly Hansen Newport
Marie Hertenstein
Catherine Hillery and Kris Murty
Angel Hilliard
John and Mary Hirschboeck
Edward Karle and Kate Hoepfner-Karle
Hogan Associates
Heather Hole Strout
John and Kathleen Hole
John Holt
Kerry Hood
Ronald Hopkins and  
   Patricia Walcott Hopkins
Horse Play Equine Rescue and Sanctuary
Douglas and Nancy Horsey
Hotel Viking
Karen Howard
Sarah Howe
HTJB, Inc.

Stefani Hulitar
Hyundai of Newport
Thomas and Kathy Iannotti
Members of Ida Lewis Yacht Club
Blair Ingraham
INSPIRE Environmental
Island Wine & Spirits
J2Construct
Gail Jacobs and Roy Williams
James L. Maher Center
Jamestown Arts Center
Jamestown Community Farm
John Clarke Senior Living
Marlene Johnson
Anne Jones
Jo’s American Bistro
Junior Enlisted Association
Ellen Kahn
Kahn, Litwin, Renza & Co., Ltd.
David Kalif
Morgan Kalif
Patricia Kalif
Walter Kalisz
Julie Kasley
Kay Jewelers
Winkle Kelley
Laurel and James Kenney
Carolyn Killian
Frances King
Jeremy King

Learning is fun and exciting at the MLK. 



Matthew and Theresa McEntee
Lori McEwen
Karen McGovern and Julius Borges
McGrath Clambakes Inc.
Julia McGrath
Donald and Donna McHenry
Rebecca McSweeney
Michael and Jacqueline McVicker
Steven Medeiros
Kim Meehan
Suzanne Meehan
Memorial Funeral Home
Metropolitan Wealth Management
Christina Michelson
Middletown High School
Middletown Rotary Club
Midtown Oyster Bar
Victoria Miklos
Milestone Brands
Military Spouses of Newport
Colleen Miller
Rebecca Miller
Tetsuko Mineyama
Minuteman Press
Dulzura Miranda
Mist Fitness
Lise and Kevin Moloney
Missi Monahan
Steve Moniz
David and Marcia Monroe
Nan Morgart
Mosaic Club of Newport County
Kelly Murphy
Zachary Murtishi
Museum of Newport Irish History
My Sweet P’s Flower Farm
Narragansett Bay Symphony  
   Community Orchestra

Suzanna and John Laramee
Le Bec Sucré
League of Women Voters
Rex Lebeau
Bernard Leeber
Jesse Leiter
Luz Lembert
Karen Leonard-Evans
Holly Levine
Karin Liiv
Lila Delman Real Estate
Little River Farm
Robert and Beverly Lobecker
George and Laura Loftus
Kathleen Loftus
Gisela LoPiano
Amanda Lora
Wendy Lotz
Stephen and Melanie Luce
Kathryn Whitney Lucey and William Lucey
Luckyfoot Ranch
Lucy’s Cafe & Bakery
Walter Lundberg
Ellen Lynch
Peter MacInnis
Robert and Kristin MacMannis
Mad Hatter Bakery
Karen Mahanke
James Mahoney
Rebecca Majewski
Malibu Friday
Mark Anthony Brands
Mark Marosits and Maureen Cronin
Crystal Marshall
MLK Community Center Summer Camp
Phil and Jennie Martin
Cara Massey
Donna and Thomas H. Matthews
Thomas and Susan Maxwell
Timothy May and Ann Arnold
Gene and Maureen McCabe
Judy McCann
Janet McCarthy
Joan McCarthy
Leppy McCarthy
Stephanie McLennan
Dorian McCormack
McCormick Road Neighborhood
Dennis and Susan McCoy
Lori McDowell
Nancy McEnness

Lucy Kinsley
Jerry and Kim Kirby
Charles and Kathleen Kiven
The Kiwanis Club of Newport RI
Leni Klaimitz
Knights of Columbus, Council 256
Knights of Columbus, Council 3618
Hank Kniskern
Anthony and Judith Knowles
John and Sharon Kost
Paula Kramer and David Hunt
Chizu Kraska
Jennah Kratochwill
Kristen Coates LLC
Andrew Kristiansson
Kathleen Kronholm
Steven and Sarah Krous
KVH Industries Inc.
KW Coastal, Keller Williams Realty
Kyran Research Associates
Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians Div. 1
Phillip Landers
Landings Apartment Community
Lang Pharma Nutrition
Lizbeth Lankin
Jeanne Lapak

In-Kind Donations
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“I just wanted to make sure 
that you guys know that I 
appreciate every single thing 
you brought to me yesterday 
and it’s really, really helpful to 
me and I appreciate the whole 
team behind it, too”

            —   Michelle, Middletown, 
Food 2 Friends client

Getting up close with nature at Ocean Hour Farm.
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Exploring Newport’s cultural treasures like the Marble House.

In-Kind Donations
Loren Palmer
Alessandro Papa
Lauren Paquin
Sue Pashko
Sherry and Christine Patterson
Tom and Janna Pederson
Pell Elementary School
Pennfield School
Robert and Tracy Perez-Menendez
Peter D. Connerton Jr. Memorial Fund
William and Suzanne Pettit
Lisa Phelan
David Phillips and Heather Freeman
Ron and Kathleen Pilotte
Michael and Elizabeth Pinto
Eugene Platt
Podimetrics
Point Wine & Spirits
Polo Salon and Spa
Gerard Pomert
Portsmouth Abbey School
Preservation Society of Newport County
Project Linus
Provencal Bakery
Provence Sur Mer
Purvis Systems
Marie Puzzo

Oak Owl Mushroom Farm
Francis and Ellen O’Brien
Ocean Hour Farm
Christine O’Connell
Mary O’Connor
Dianna Odell
Ruth O’Hara Lyons
Old Port Marina
Olympic Physical Therapy
Cynthia O’Malley
Omniseal Solutions
Barbara and William O’Reilly
Organization of Nurse Leaders  
   of RI, MA, CT,  VT & NH
Kathy Ouellette
Julia M. Pai
Palm Beach Motor Yachts / TP52 Sailing

National Association of Letter Carriers
Portsmouth High School –  
   National Honor Society
National Oceanic and  
   Atmospheric Administration
Natural Creations
Navad Bakery
Naval Academy Preparatory School
Naval Station Newport Commissary
Needs4Newport
Neighborhood Food Project
Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island
John Nelson
Mary Lou Nelson
Jeanette Nessett
New England Society for  
   Healthcare Communications (NESHCo)
NewCo Women Connect
Newport Congregational Church
Newport County YMCA
Newport Daily News
Newport Democratic City Committee
Newport Dental Associates
Newport Elks Lodge #104
Newport Gulls
Newport Harbor Island Resort
Newport Hospital
Newport Hospital Inpatient Pharmacy  
   and Lifespan Pharmacy
Newport Hospital Reward 
   and Recognition Committee
Newport Lobster Co. Inc.
Newport Marriott
Newport Marriott
Newport Martial Arts
Newport Mental Health
Newport Photographers’ Guild
Newport Police Department
Newport Restaurant Group
Newport Restoration Foundation
Newport Vineyards
Newport Winter Festival
Farouk and Susan Niazy
Hilary Nimons
Nitro Bar
Amy and Kevin Nolan
Norman Bird Sanctuary
Northrop Grumman Corporation
Alyson and Robert Novick
NPT Healthworks
Anthony and Olivia Nuzzo

“What the MLK Center does 
for a marginal community 
is incredible. I have nothing 
but admiration for your 
dedication.”
                  —   Frank, Newport
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Monica Shedroff
Catherine Sheehan
Sheehan’s Office Interiors Inc.
Sheldon Fine Art Gallery
Amos Shepard
Shore Soap Co.
Simmons Farm
Sincerely, Eileen
Dwight and Susan Sipprelle
Michelle Skoorka and David Burgess
Whitney and Ellen Slade
Bob Smith
John Smith
Linda and Peter Smith
Yvonne Smith
Laurene Sorensen
St. Columba’s Chapel
St. George’s School
St. Joseph High School
St. Joseph’s Church
St. Lucy’s Church
St. Mark Catholic Church
St. Mary’s Catholic Church
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
St. Mary’s Episcopal Prayer Shawl Ministry
St. Michael’s Country Day School
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
St. Philomena’s School
St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church
Stalise
Starbucks Coffee
Katherine and Peter Stark
Abigail Steiblin
Stone Acre Inn
Stoneacre Garden and Stoneacre Brasserie
Stop & Shop – Bellevue Avenue
Stop & Shop Supermarket –  
   Connell Highway
Stop & Shop Supermarket –  
   West Main Road
Christopher Strout
Submarine Veterans
Jennifer Sullivan
Patricia and Kevin Sullivan
SUP Club
Stephanie Szelest
William and Terrill Taylor
Conrad Peter Tea
Team Fame
Christine Tesseo
The Aquidneck Club

Rogers High School Community Service
Rogers High School Jean’s Closet
Kathryn Rooney
Roots Farm
Rotary Club of Newport Rhode Island
Rough Point Gardens
Martha Ruest and Martin Schlecht
Meredith Rugg
Anthony and Gail Ruggieri
Emilio Ruiz Perez
Rindy Sabatino
Safe Harbor New England Boatworks
Salt Air Early Learning Center
Salve Regina University
Salve Regina University Hydroponic Lab
Salve Regina University Learning Unlimited
Salve Regina University –  
   Sigma Phi Sigma Honor Society
Beth Schivley
Nicholas and Shelley Schorsch
Helene Scola
Seamen’s Church Institute
Donna Sehneht
Shaw’s Markets

C. Jean Quinn
RA NEW Salon & Spa
Walter Rapp
Raven Claw
RB Queern and Co.
Rē Antiques & Interiors
Re/Max Professionals of Newport
Margaret Read
Shannon Reagan
Redwood Library & Athenaeum
Robert and Jonna Reed
Elizabeth Reid
Kelley Reilly
Rejects Beer Co.
reNEWPORT Community Group
Alex Renna
Tony and Lynne Rey
Reynolds DeWalt
Ronna Reynolds
Rhode Island Hiking Club
Rhode Island Red Food Tours
Rhode Island Special Skills Academy
Rhode Island Turnpike & Bridge Authority
RI Mushroom Company LLC
Kelly Richards
Mackenzie Richards
Jean Riesman
Kim A. Ripoli
Robin Hollow Farm
Landon Rodrigues
Roger Williams Law School Law Review

Food drives from schools, businesses, churches, and neighborhoods help meet the 
need for hunger relief. 

“Thank you for the work that you 
do — especially as the prices of 
basic food items are so elevated.”  
               —  Brian, Middletown

In-Kind Donations



In-Kind Donations
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Roger and Susan Wells
David Wendell and Patricia Bowler
Heidi Werther
Lucinda West
Timothy and Maureen West
What Cheer Flower Farm
Siobhan Wheeler
White House Black Market
Nancy Wilcox
Wild Harmony Farm
William & Stuart Real Estate
Samuel Williams
Wine & Spirits Retail Marketers
John and Linnea Wolfe
Gail Woodworth and Thomas Dresser
Wyndham Bay Voyage Inn
Wyndham Newport Hotel
Patti Young
Tara Zambrotta
Bob and Lois Zawrotny
Zumba with Kathy

Trinity Church
Madeline and Dennis Turano
Jenn Turcotte
Emmet Turnbull
Michael Turnbull
United Congregational Church
United States Coast Guard Cutter Campbell
University of Rhode Island
URI East Farm Apple Orchard
Suzi and David Van Ness
Sally Vanicek
Ryan Vaughn
Vicker’s Liquors
Viti Inc.
Tatum James Wadensten
WADK 1540AM / 3G Broadcasting, Inc.
Jared Wallace
WalMart
Tom and Marilyn Warren
Lawrence Weber
Webster Bank

The Black Pearl
The Edward King House Senior Center
The Event Factory
The Gap - Newport
The Jane Pickens Theater & Event Center
The Landing Restaurant
The Local Patch
The Newport County Jewish Community
The Newport Havurah
The Newport Sweet Shoppe
The Point Association of Newport, RI
The Poplar School
The Potter League for Animals
Thompson Middle School
Wayne Thornton
Thrive Pilates
James Thurman
Patricia Thursby
Anne Marie Torsel
Train with Jane
Douglas and Elaine Trainor

Children graduate Preschool socially and emotionally ready for Kindergarten.
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Volunteers are the lifeblood of the MLK Community Center, sustaining our programs 
by giving their time and talent. They perform essential tasks like preparing and 
serving meals, teaching wellness classes, reading to preschoolers, stocking food in 
the pantry, reading to and mentoring students, escorting clients in the Food Pantry 
and in all types of weather in the Mobile Food Pantry and Food 2 Friends programs, 
delivering groceries to homebound seniors, helping at our events, picking up food 
drive donations, organizing and staffing Santa’s Workshop and more.

The MLK helped over 8,000 people last year. That impact is 
impossible without our amazing volunteers. With boundless 
gratitude, we salute these selfless and dedicated people. 

640 volunteers performed 

Over 18,600 hours of service in 2024.

Volunteers



Amy Acampora
Kaila Acheson
Daylene Addison
Martha Aguilar
Jena Aikens
Kristopher Alba
Mia Alexander
Rachel Alexander
Brayden Allen
Gail Alofsin
John Alofsin
Matt Amaral
Patrick Amos
Mandie Atchity
Tara Atwood
Olivia Augustine
Phil Ayoub
Bryan Babcock
Evan Baccari
Mike Baccari
Liisa Bacco
Brenda Bachman
Angelina Baez
Deb Bailey
Amelia Baillargeron
Sam Balch
Belmiro Baptista
Lexi Barber
Edmilson Barbosa 
   de Andrade
Susan Barnes
Jenny Barone
Jennifer Barrett Hall
Ana Bartlett
Mimi Bartlett
Justin Bass
Carol Bazarsky
Jack Beauchamp
Grace Beccaria
Joe Bell
Julie Leeanne  
   Bennett-Taylor
Sarah Benoit
Tom Beverly
Carolyn Bjork
Betsy Blair
Caliyah Body
Robert Bond
Patrick Bouthillette
Nereida Braasch
James Bracey

Tina Brady
Taylor Brandariz
Sean Breede
Alexandria Brett
Victoria Brodeur
Jennifer Bromage
Jeff Brooks
Maureen Buckley
Frank Budnick
Pat Burke
Jim Burns
Mara Burns
Steven Burrill
Melissa Burton
Em Buth
Louis Butler
McKenzie Byrne
McKenzie Byrne
Jane Bzdula
Renee Caldwell
Ryan Camara
Lucy Campbell
David Campos
Daniela Canales
Dani Cano Restrepo
Emily Capocelli
Rachael Caproni
Taylor Caraway
Anna Cardillo
Margaret Carlin
Rachel Carraway
Mimi Carrellas
Dayana Carrera
Joseph Carroll
Judy Carroll
Meredith Carroll
Emily Castro
Katherine Cawley
Judy Cepeda
Angel Charles-Pizarro
Patricia Chase
Pamela Chaulies
Kevin Chaves
Nani Cherenzia
Lynn Choquette
Bella Clark
Caleigh Clifford
Dylan Cloud
Beverly Cloutier
Ken Cloutier
Frankie Coleman

Tim Collins
Cheyenne Comer
Addie Conheeny
Deanna Conheeny
Elizabeth Conway
Bennett Coogan
Bill Coogan
Benjamin Cooper
Emily Corr
Machaela Courtney
John Crimmins
Carmen Critz
Samantha Croke
Maureen Cronin
Norey Cullen
Katherine Cullion
Kim Cummins
Richard Cummins
Sue Curran
Paige Cutler
Daniela Dalmau
Liam Daly
Susan Daly
Kim Dame
Sophia Dan

Afia Dansoaah
Tiffany DaPonte
Susan Darby
Civil Daves
Hailey Daviau
Wilfredo Davila
Ella Davis
Liz Davis
Adam Dawson
Francisca de Lima
Michelle Deane
Annie DeClue
Juliana DeComo
Eluvia Del Cid
Kim DeMagistris
Nancy Demers
Michael Denci
Raakesh Desai
Tyler Deverell
Gary Diblasio
Louis DiPietro
Trish DiRuggiero
Paul DiSanto
Finn Doherty
Mike Donohue

Chuck Dorsey
Juliet Douglas
Heidi Doyle
Ray Drueke
Brian Duffy
Thomas Duffy
Kelly Dufresne
Kevin Dumas
Grace Dumond
Haluk Durudogan
Catherine Dwyer
Tristan Dyer
Brooke Eaton
Dianne Elliott
John Emanuel
Marianne Emanuel
Christian Equizibal
Eliza Eschenbrenner
Nick Ewenson
Jody Fasnacht
Laurel Felt
Ryan Fett
Amy Field
Roberto Figueras
Don Fitzpatrick
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The Rogers High School Key Club volunteering at an MLK Friends Dinner.

Volunteers
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Adrian Flatgard
Cheddy Fletcher
Allen Flodquist
Jeremy Flores
John Flynn
Emily Foley
Jennifer Foley
Laura Foley
Thatcher Foregger
Eve Formisano
Barbara Forte
Shade Forth
Brien Fox
Gianfranco Franzolini
Scott Fredrickson
Susan Fredrickson
Tracy Freese
Dillon Freitas
Jim Fry
Gianna Fusaro
Christine Gage
Jay Gagne

Robert Gaines
Sandy Gallagher
Michele Gallagher 
Glesinger
Connor Gallahue
Elizabeth Gallo
Rachel Gallo
Edward Garafalo
Maria Garaffa
Amanda Gehlmeyer
Jacob George
Tyson Gerlach
Martha Giarratano
Ginny Gilman
Paul Gilman
Sam Gilman
John Gilmartin
Candace Gilmartin
Amanda Gilmore
Judy Glenn
Asia Gonzalez-Dent
Jessica Gorman

Natalie Gosciminski
Bev Gove
Dave Gove
Shelia Graves
Ty Graygor
Sarah Green
Berne Greene
John Greichen
Maureen Greichen
Patricia Greichen
Keith Grove
Morgan Gustafson
Chisa Hamai
Emily Hannon
Angela Hanson
Stephanie Hareld
Jeanne Harrington
Kimberly Harrington
Alex Hart Nibbrig
Corbin Hayes
Margaret Haywood
Deirdre Hecht
Raia Henry
Heidy Hernandez
Charles Herndon
Joe Herron
Kathy Heydt
Harrison Hileman
Alecta Hill
Emma Hogg
Corey Hogue
Rose Holder
John Hole

Sherri Hollins
Janie Hollinshead
Kelly Holmes
Terence Hook
Marlena Horan
William Horn
Doug Horsey
Nancy Horsey
Kevin Houlihan
Rich Hudson
Theresa Hull
Jack Humphrey
Zaida Humphrey
Marybeth Hunte
Debra Huntington
John Hurd
Elizabeth Hurley
Rose M. Hyder
Julia Iacobellis
Janelle Imbeau
Blair Ingraham
Kathy Irving
Carolyn Isom
Kyle Jansen
Kassidy Jay
Linda Jenkins
Peter Jenkins
Mary Johnson
Micah Johnson
Lisa Judge
David Kalif
Sam Kalif
John Kaull

Nina Kaull
Steven Kay
Kevin Kearney
Mark Keitges
Caroline Kelleher
Alexandra “Sam” Kelly
Laurel Kenney
Nancy Keyworth
Morgan Khalfayan
Xay Khamsyvoravong
Nancy Kimble
Caleb Kinley
Morgan Kirby
Bridget Kist
Nick Kleinkencht
Gary Knapp
Rebecca Knapp LeBlanc
John Knight
Columbus Knights of
Paula Kramer
Sophia Kraus
Kathleen Kronholm
Eileen Kuiee
Reese Lally
Shawnita Lambert
Susan LaMond
Jennifer Lane
Scott Langford
Alexandria Lanieri
Suzanna Laramee
Hannah Lasorsa
Rachel Lawler
Jacob Leman

Dedicated volunteers make Santa’s Workshop possible.

Volunteers

“I signed up a single mom with teenaged 
children. They recently lost their housing, she 
lost her job, and are living between their car 
and a hotel. She wanted to sign up for the 
holidays because she wanted her kids to have 
a sense of normality. She started crying as she 
spoke with me.”

                  —   Volunteer, on registering a family 
for Holiday Help

“MLK gives to anyone who needs help 
without hesitation”

 —   Everett, age 50, Newport. Volunteer in 
Breakfast program, and Food Pantry. 
Attends Breakfast, Lunches, Dinners, 
Food Pantry, and slept at Warming 
Center every night.
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Volunteers help prepare and serve fresh and  
nutritious food.

Book Buddy volunteers read and connect  
with our youngest students.

Volunteers
Marie Leonard
Vicky Levada
Teresa Mae Leveille
Nitelle Levers
Eugene Levesque
Hunter Leviss
Judy Levitt
Ellen Leys
Eric Lichative
Aaron Linz
Cameron Little
Eirianna Lockheart
Laura Loftus
Selena Lopes
Grace Loughborough
Unai Loyola
Kate Whitney Lucey
Nina Luchka
Bob Lundgren
Michael Lynch
Elizabeth Lynn
Brianna MacDonald
Katie Macdonald
Yolanda Macias
Erica Maciel
Jessica Maciel

Sarah Maher
Lewis Mai
Charlotte Manolian
Avery Marchand
Alex Margolies
Erin Margolis
Steve Marino
Cole Marley
Kara Marley
Michelle Marsden
Mitchell Marsh
Ron Marsh
Lewis Marshall
Becky Martin
Christina Martin
Jeanne Martin
Michael Martin
Oscar Martinez
Rafael Martinez
Liz Mastin
Norah Mateos
Nick Mauprivez
Robin Maxcy
Susan Maxwell
Thomas Maxwell
Bently McCann

Joan McCarthy
Bridget McClean
Lauren McCombs
Sheila McEntee
Olivia McGhee
Margaret McGill
Colleen McGrath
Jennifer McIntosh
Kelsey McKeon
Shannon McMahon
Xavier Mejia
James Meko
Jesus Melendez
Haley Mello
Nicholas Mello
Tory Meneses
Meghan Mikulski
David Milburn
Catherine Minegar
Tess Mineyama
Cassie Minto
Kailey Mitchell
Nawid Mohmand
Christopher Monaco
David Moore
Erika Moore
Holly Moore
Sebastian Moore
Carla Moreira
Olivia Morelli
Nick Morse
Suzelle Moss
Jackie Mulroney
Christine Mumme
Bill Murphy
Susan Murphy
Leeann Murray
Tara Murray
Jocelyn Nacci
Ala Nacherrae
Ala Nagherneac
Mary Lou Nelson
Caelan Nesbitt
Christopher Nguyen
Susan Niazy
Amy Nolan
Michael Nolan
Siebe Noordzy
Jean Northup
Bob Novick
Lauren Nowicki

Brittany Nugent
Abby O’Brien
Grace O’Brien
Jay O’Brien
Lelanie Ocasio
Sean O’Connor
Lucy O’Donnell
Chidera Okokhere
Steven Oliveira
Roy Omori
Chloe O’Neal
Becca O’Neil
Donaldo O’Neil
Jennifer O’Neil
Dakota Ormiston
Madeline Oswald
Willem Oswald
Erin O’Sullivan
Kevin O’Toole
Annmarie Pacheco
Barbara Pacheco
Debra Page
Sophia Paglierani
Loren Palmer
Briana Paolino
Rick Paquin

Scott Pascua
Emma Paterson
Holly Paterson
Landa Patterson
Eden Paulos
Henry Payne
Omayra Perez
Tom Perrotti
Linda Perry Riera
Bradley Petersen
Chelsea Petrenko
Fedor Petrenko
Alexandra Pezza
Lisa Phelan
Elizabeth Phelps
Amy Pilotte
Hannah Pilotte
Julia Pilotte
Kathi Pilotte
Ron Pilotte
Seth Pilotte
Diane Pincus
Karen Pinelli
Hayley Pires
Frank Pirri
Melissa Pistocco



Volunteers

Aidan Shriver
Lisa Sicilian
Amanda Siegel
Dyan Sierra
Tabitha Silveira
Mary Silvia
Paula Silvia
Alana Sinclair
Melissa Skorski
Whitney Slade
Rachael Slattery
Louise Smith
Caroline Solari
Jeanne Sommers
Katie Sonder
Emma Soriano
Paul Sousa
Kyle Spaulding
Mary Spillane
Dana Spring
William Spring
Nick St. Lawrence
Stephanie St.Laurent
Monie Stadler
Eli Stanwood-Ford
Katherine Stark
Mia Stebenne
Jennifer A Stewart
Nathan Stewart
Linda Sticca
Rick Sticca
David Still
Jenna Strout
Victoria Stuetzel
Carol Sullivan
Dave Sullivan
John Sullivan

Madeline Polss
Alex Porter
Marissa Portillo
John Prior
David Pritchard
Andrew Purcell
Jo-Ann Puzzo
Marie Puzzo
Lauren Pyse
Max Queiroz
Dick Radebach
Indraja Ravichandran
Kim Raymond
Alyssa Reagan
Amanda Rebello
Ava Reed
Christine Reed
Sean Reilly
Sean Reilly
Lauren Revay
Lynne Rey
Sophia Rey
Tony Rey
Charlotte Richard
Jeffrey Richard
Jackson Richardson
Melina Rikkola
Brittany Ripke
Michael Robinson
Molly Robinson
Peter Roby
Dante Rodrigues
Luis Rodriguez

Sara Roger
John Rok
Kitty Rok
Matt Rose
Laura Rosen
Paula Rosin
Evan Rosin-Pritchard
Dawn Roubidoux
Suzanne Rowden
Donald Rowe
Lauren Rowland
Dylan Roy
Wil Rudolph
Isabella Rueda
Gina Ruisi
Ramon Salais
Maren Salas
Tracy Sampson
Kate Sanderson-Upham
Dave Schuller
Callie Schultz
Janine Schwartz
Clair Scott
Merri Scott
Treyven Seals
Dawn Sears
Kayla Setters
Tom Settle
Kaitlyn Shedroff
Dennis Sheehan
Valorie Sheehan
Scott Sheppard
Ryan Shorter
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Preschoolers enthralled by a story.

Over 600 volunteers made a difference at the MLK,  
like this group from St. George’s School. 

Madelaine Sullivan
Stephen Sullivan
Margaret Sullivan-Carr
Nicole Sweeney
Kathleen Taddei
Sam Talala
Karl Talcott
Gabriel Tardieu
Andy Taur
Cara Taur
Mark Tavares
Carol Taylor
Conrad Tea
Chrissy Thomas
Tofristhico Thomas
Maureen Thompson
Gene Thompson-Grove
Rod Thornton
Jonathan Thurston
Matt Tieitien
Lauren Tomasian
Adam Travers
Adam Troia
Alicia Turrisi
Liz Tylki
Kerry Tyson
Josh Unorski
Patricia Ustick
Devan Vaillancourt
Diane Valentine
Jim Van Winkle
Rosalind Vaz-MacLean
Cathy Velez
Gianna Ventura
Lucy Verderber
Joanna Vespia
Riley Viall

Stephanie Vieira
Allison Viera
Gabriel Vieyra
Thomas Vo
Ellie Voorhes
Mary Walker
Nancy Walters
Cheryl Ware
Michael Ware
Marilyn Warren
Gideon Watson
Julia Weeks
Colleen Welsh
Calder Wencek
Hadley Wheeler
Nate Whipple
Jamie Wilson
Shanan Wolfe
Gail Woodworth
Pamela Wylly
Andrew Yarrow
Allen You
Khaled Younes
Brian Young
Fiona Young
Orlando Zambrano
Lorena Zamora
Bob Zawrotny
Lois Zawrotny
Tammy Ziobro

photos:
Kate Whitney Lucey

MLK Staff and 
Volunteers
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Tribute Giving

In Memory of Artemis Adamedes
Douglas and Elaine Trainor

In Memory of Anthony Alercio
Lisa Alercio-Brew

In Memory of Louis Amoruso, Jr.  
and Carolyn Amoruso
Holly and Louis Amoruso III

In Memory of Ramon Izaiah Arroyo
Alyson and Robert Novick
Dennis P. Sullivan

In Memory of Joseph Bashour
Anonymous
Dorothy Hyder-Lane

In Memory of Patricia R. Beede
Robert and Cynthia Albanese

In Memory of Robert A. Beaver
Mrs. Robert A. Beaver

In Memory of Blair Behan
Debbie Behan

In Memory of  
Norman R. ‘J.R.’ Beretta, Jr.
Jeffrey and Brenna Jordan

In Memory of Alan Bernhard
Jennifer Raby

In Memory of William Boatwright
Terry Childs
R. Michael and Helene Sceery

In Memory of  
Elizabeth Shovelton Brantingham
Alyson and Robert Novick
Gail and John Alofsin
Kristin Allain
Louise Shovelton

In Memory of Elizabeth Casella
Dawn Casella

In Memory of  
Sybil Lorene Charbonneau
Renee Huntley

In Memory of Mary Angela Chaves
Kathleen Hughes

In Memory of Emily Ciany
Charles and Toni Ciany

In Memory of William ‘Billy’ Coffey
Elizabeth Behan

In Memory of Edward Coll
Anonymous

In Memory of Martin & Clair Curtis  
and Robert & Julie Morgan
David and Sandra Curtis

In Memory of Cheryl R. Dame
Larry and Kim Dame

In Memory of Mary A. DeWitt
Terri Lawrence
The Newport Sweet Shoppe

In Memory of Horton Edward
Perry CRE
Timothy Costello
Kerri Gallaway
George and Luanne Nugent
J. Barker
William and Mary Clark

In Memory of George W. Emerson III
Alyson and Robert Novick

In Memory of Geoff M., Geoff W.  
and Patsy Ewenson
Mary Iliff Ewenson

In Memory of Mary Faerber
Sue Reposa
Donna Manning
Susan and John Kelchner
Corrigan Financial Inc.
Marnie Jewell and Margaret Winters
Margie, Missy, Brian, and Salpi O’Neill
Howard Naugle
Heather Hole Strout
Trudy Willis

In Memory of Joseph Flowers
Newport Restaurant Group

In Memory of Daniel P. Foley
Jillian Velioglu

In Memory of Bill Gatbonton
Anonymous

In Memory of Anita Earle Graves
Marilyn and Tom Warren

In Memory of Lillian Hargrove
Gina Gallo

In Memory of Eilish Heaney
Maeve and Marko Brumec

In Memory of Kathleen Teehan Holder
Roseleen Holder

In Memory of Rick Hole
Anonymous

In Memory of Leon Jackson
Henry and Patricia May

In Memory of Stephen J. Jemo, Jr.
Holly and Louis Amoruso III

In Memory of Seamus Daniel Kirby
Stacie Mills
Lisa Quattrocki Knight
Michael Perik and Elizabeth Beretta-Perik
J. Christopher Stephens
Aaron and Jackie Sesin
Lisa Scholl
Wanda Corcoran
Helen Lambrakis
Laurie Kirby
Victor Melfa
Robert Grusky
Joni Jablansky
Jeremiah and Heather Lynch
Kathleen Loftus
Albert Johnson
Anthony Catanzaro
Mark Finlay
Sue McNally and Doug Sabetti

Donating to the MLK in someone’s name offers a thoughtful opportunity to remember a special person, to celebrate 
a milestone, or to express gratitude. These deeply meaningful gifts provide lasting impact by sustaining our work 

to better the lives of some of the most vulnerable people in Newport County. We are humbled and grateful.

GIFTS IN MEMORY

(continued on following page)
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Florence Nelson
Wendy Houle
Chris Palmer
Todd and Sarah Clark
Marie Hertenstein
Kenneth Fain
Behan Bros. Inc.
Merritt Keffer
Denise Roberts
James Waugh
Judith S. Carroll
Apex Kitchens and Baths
John Hayes
Shawn Connell-Clarkson
Nancy and David Corkery
Anonymous
John Harris and Linda Sawyer
Sharon McNamee
David and Marianne Chronley
Peter and Susan Metzger
Gregory Steiner
Stephani Whittaker
Marie and Robert Iriye
Nanci Stewart
Andrew Fotopulos
Cathleen Carr
Michaela Robitaille
Glenna McCaffrey
John and Jill Vitko
Moberg Fireplaces Inc.
Alexander and Sally Walsh
George and Sue Petrovas
Richard and Amy Beretta
Starkweather & Shepley  
   Insurance Brokerage, Inc.
Winifred Kelley
Moore, Virgadamo & Lynch, Ltd.
Donald Pantalena
Leigh Quinn Sr.
Gail and John Alofsin
John and Katherine Damon
Elizabeth DaPonte
Mark and Marlena Horan
Linda and Gene Salvatore
Jane H. Dwyer
Nathaniel Foote
Gary and Marie Knapp
Peter Drakos
David Wanders
Michael and Beverly Muessel
Peyton Fleming
Rana Johnson

Heather Hole Strout
Andrew Vermilye
William and Barbara MacGowan
Adam Carceller
Josie Slate & Copper Services
Benjamin Eshleman III
Rhode Island Commerce Corporation
Peyton Fleming
Douglas Logan
Gerald Lauderdale
Susan and John Plowden
Anne Jenkins

In Memory of Paul LaMond
Anonymous

In Memory of Eric and David Lincoln
David and Helen Lincoln

In Memory of Kenneth G. Littman
Ann Finn

In Memory of Brenda Margolis
Alyson and Robert Novick
Mitch Goldblatt
Dion P. Bally and Jane E. Bally
Gayle Kaplan
Dennis Schain
Dennis P. Sullivan
Janice Hart
Jeff McKenzie
Cynthia Zimmer
Corrigan Financial Inc.
Brian and Mary Catherine Bardorf
Christine Winslow

In Memory of Donald G. McMillan
Jean McMillan

In Memory of George Mello
Patricia and Daniel Ustick

In Memory of Janis M. Mello
Christine Winslow

In Memory of Robin Monihan-Yoffa
Joseph Yoffa

In Memory of Vincent Murray
Margaret Armstrong Murray

In Memory of Bob and Barbara Nass
Kiki Finn

In Memory of Nellie the Dog
Brian and Annette Pelletier

In Memory of Peter O’Neill
Margie, Missy, Brian, and Salpi O’Neill

In Memory of Anne Pacheco
Holly and Louis Amoruso III

In Memory of Judith Page
Dianne Barker

In Memory of Fr. Edmond Prendiville
Anonymous

In Memory of Maribeth Redman
Katherine Marino

In Memory of Shirley F. Riess
Alyson and Robert Novick

In Memory of Gabriel Billion Richardson
Robert and Lisa Richardson

In Memory of Leah Rosin-Pritchard
Lisa Pritchard
Kai Dolbashian

In Memory of Casper ‘Kip’ Schenck
Susan Ann Schenck

In Memory of Paul and Michael Seaman
Michael and Eleanora Bryant

In Memory of Debra Spaulding
Lucy Kinsley

In Memory of Cathleen Speer
Eric and Linda Speer
Bruce and Leslie Henderson
Paul and Susan Speer
Gregory Huet and Lisa Speer-Huet
John Speer

In Memory of Virginia Thurman
James Thurman

In Memory of  
Charles and Madeline Valentine
Anonymous

In Memory of Joyce Watts
Anchor Dental
Tod and Dawn Drake

In Memory of Donald Weilburg
Dennis Piranian and Maria Keohane

In Memory of Guy Weston
Holly and Louis Amoruso III

Tribute Giving



 MLKCCenter.org  mlk community center 2024 annual report v 47

GIFTS IN HONOR

In Honor of Lee Arouth
Heather Hole Strout

In Honor of Susan Baril
John Steiger

In Honor of Barbara Benson
Sam and Patricia Chase

In Honor of Betsy Blair and  
Jim Van Winkle
Susan Barnes and Claudia Helt

In Honor of Kate Blair Van Winkle
James Thurber

In Honor of Ernest Brix Jr.
Michael and Laura Foran

In Honor of Rev. Aubrey Collins
Peter H. LaFreniere

In Honor of Helena Couturier
Hilary Block Couturier

In Honor of Ed Crowley and  
Melanie Saunders
David and Mary Ann Fiaschetti

In Honor of Kimberly Cummins
Kerry Krause
The Sand Foundatio

In Honor of Marty Gale
Jamie Hilton

In Honor of Karen Johnson Giblin
Jeanine O’Donnell-Northup

In Honor of Nancy Harten
Anonymous
Juliet Douglas

In Honor of The Hilton Group Clients
Jamie Hilton

In Honor of Maureen and Tom Iwanski
Robert and Cynthia Jackson

In Honor of Gail Jacobs
The Hire Key, Inc.

In Honor of Gail Jacobs and  
Roy Williams
Anonymous

In Honor of Gail Jacobs, Roy Williams  
and Kiki Jacobs
Barbara Crouchley
Erin E. Flynn
Jocelyn and John King
Elizabeth Bickford
Gail and John Alofsin

In Honor of Victoria Johnson
Cheryl and David Yeack

In Honor of  
David and Christine Kirchner
Claire Valente

In Honor of Paula Kramer
David Hunt

In Honor of Nord Lange
Monica Lange

In Honor of Scott Langford
Charles Albrecht and Edna Chin

In Honor of Abby, Lila, and  
Ben Leys
Arthur Mead

In Honor of Michal Mascali and  
Larry Rubino
Anonymous

In Honor of S. Leppy McCarthy
Anonymous

In Honor of Latrelle Meyer
Erin Wilson

Tribute Giving

Proud Summer Campers atop Hanging Rock.
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Tribute Giving
In Honor of  
MLK Community Center Staff
Cheryl Schiarizzi

In Honor of Dave Monroe
Mark and Jessica Monroe
Kenneth Monroe
Heidi Monroe
Jeffrey and Betsy Yost
Jonathan Swanson

In Honor of Pat Moss, Beth Carr,  
Kathy & John Trentos,  
Lindsay & George Hill,  
Suma & John Plowden, and  
Sarah Peppercorn
Anonymous

In Honor of Pauline Perkins Moyé
Dale and Paula Bradley

In Honor of Court Clerks of Newport
Anonymous

In Honor of Monique Peoples-Graham
Jennifer Spaulding
Jamie Steffin

In Honor of Michael Perik
Richard and Amy Beretta

In Honor of Cowboy Doug Pascua
Kat Ram

In Honor of Madeline Polss
Cynthia Allen-Berson

In Honor of Dianne Savastano  
and Bob Norton
Christine Manzi

In Honor of Dave Schuller
Anonymous

In Honor of Valorie and Jack Sheehan
Barbara H. Roberts
In Honor of Jeremiah Singleton
Matt Brown

In Honor of Stephanie Smyth
Penelope Hunt

In Honor of Julie Snyder
Anacristina Maia

In Honor of Heather Hole Strout
Jennifer Hole
Jacqueline Hole

In Honor of John Thompson
Heather Sheley
Martha Spiewak
Thomas and Charlotte Yeomans
Cheryl Leaver
Tim Owens
John and Kathleen Hole
Kristin Hansen
Laura Walker
Mary Devine
Steph Ottilige
Kara Laughlin
Susan Tourgee
Jerilyn DeLuca-Hawk
Michael Alper
Kerrie Johnson
Jerry Price
Gretchen Barnes
Heidi Maria
Heather Hole Strout
Jennifer Hole
Michaela Holmes Ware
Karen McLoughlin
Amy Wosencroft
Dildra McCarroll
Nathan Comstock
Dana D’Eramo Ohannessian
Brenda Dillmann

In Honor of Jennifer Williams
Jan Armor

In Honor of Roy Williams
Alexander Jones

In Honor of Gail Woodworth
Gary and Kathleen Woodworth

Three generations of volunteers made the Center festive for the holidays.



LivFit participants cook  
along with our registered 
dietitian to make delicious 
healthy meals like the  
veggie skillet shown.



Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center

20 Dr. Marcus Wheatland Blvd.

Newport, RI 02840
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The MLK, 2023

The MLK, Now


