
Friday, April 12, 2024
 

Watching the Eclipse
 

This week kicked off with an astrological show that was out of this world! In the late Monday
afternoon, our community got to observe a solar eclipse that stretched across North
America, reaching 95% totality in Newport.
 
Our kids prepared for the eclipse by participating in an engineering challenge to learn how
to protect themselves from UV light. Each student was given a highlighter stick figure on a
piece of paper, a blacklight filter, and a blacklight flashlight. The challenge was to build a
structure that would protect their highlighter friend from the blacklight using various
materials. Some were transparent and required more layers to get protection. The kid
understood that the glasses used during the eclipse protect their eyes from UV Rays in the
same way.
 
After, they excitedly went outside, put on their protective glasses, and watched the eclipse
in real time. As the sky darkened, they were telling their teachers how cool it was. The next
time Rhode Island will see another partial solar eclipse will be 20 years from now, and the
next time Rhode Island will see a total eclipse is over 50 years from now. These kids will be
all grown up by then but the time they watched a solar eclipse at the MLK Community Center
will live with them forever. We are so honored to have been able to share this special
moment in their childhoods.
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Support Moments like This

 

Are you Growing a Row?
 

Are you Growing a Row for the MLK? Do you want to? While you're prepping your seeds
for planting, you could also prepare to help us feed thousands of people in Newport
County.
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We offer fresh produce in the Food Pantry, Mobile Food Pantry, and Produce to the People.
We are on track to distribute 1.1 Million Meals this year…that wouldn't be possible without
donations from people like you. Donations are accepted at our Loading Dock. Monday -
Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm.
 
Can't grow a row but still want to support the distribution of healthy food to Newport County
families?

Donate to Support Hunger Programs

 

A Gift from Sparky
 

We had a very special visit this week from Sparky the Firedog and the Newport Firefighters
IAFF Local 1080! Not only did they deliver a check for the Center, but they also made sure to
say hi to our Preschoolers.  The kids were overjoyed. Just look at those smiles.
 
We are so grateful to the Newport Firefighters IAFF Local 1080 for their support and the
work they do for our community.

 

Meals Prepared by AAA
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Group Volunteer Projects are a great way for a team to connect while helping the local
community. Our friends over at AAA Northeast Regional came to the center this week and
assembled lasagnas that we will freeze. This makes the process of making and distributing
food for our Midday Meal Program, MLK Friends' Lunches and Dinners, and Lunch and
Learns more efficient and full of love from the community.
 
Thank you AAA Northeast Regional for helping our center feed thousands.

 

Week of the Young Child
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Week of the Young Child is a nationwide annual celebration sponsored by the National
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) that aims to bring focus to the
needs of young children and families while also recognizing early childhood programs
that meet those needs. 
 
Each day of Week of the Young Child is themed and early childhood programs are
encouraged to plan fun activities based on the daily theme. Yesterday was Artsy
Thursday and we had to share the adorable creative work happening in Preschool.
 
For Artsy Thursday, the kids followed a bubble painting craft by making their own bubble
paint out of dish soap, water, and nontoxic washable paint. The kids then used a straw to
blow bubbles in the paint mixture and then laid their white paper on top. As the bubbles
popped, unique pastel designs were created on their paper. This artsy experiment was the
perfect way to combine science and crafts together to create an well rounded and fun
activity for Week of the Young Child. 
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Beep! Beep! Here comes the Mobile Food Pantry!
 

You can find the mobile food pantry, next week at:
 
TUESDAY 04/16/24: 
Park Holm,1 Park Holm, NEWPORT 12:00pm - 1:00pm
AHEPA, 87 Girard Ave, NEWPORT 1:00pm - 2:00pm
 
THURSDAY 04/18/24: 
Donovan Manor, 19 Chapel St, NEWPORT 12:00pm - 1:00pm
Edgar Court, Edgar Court Cul-de-sac, NEWPORT 1:00pm - 2:00pm
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All are welcome. You do not need to reside in the neighborhood to use the Mobile Food
Pantry. Please remember to bring your reusable bags.

 

 PROGRAM CALENDAR
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Download This Month's Calendar Here

Descargue el Calendario del Mes Aquí
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