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Friday, January 12, 2024
 

That's a Wrap on our Temporary Food Pantry
 

After 13 months of operating in a much
smaller space across the street from the
Center, today is the last day for the
temporary food pantry. After 2:00 p.m.
today, we’ll finish moving all of the food and
all of the Hunger Services team back across
the street where they belong to their
permanent home in our newly renovated
building.  Beginning next Wednesday,
January 17, the food pantry will be back at
the Center.
 
No more waiting outside! A new comfortable
lobby! A food pantry that’s doubled in size!
We can’t wait for you to see it, and we thank
everyone for their patience as we built a
better Center. Maybe you use the pantry.
Maybe you come for veggies every week.
Maybe you volunteer at the MLK. Maybe
you donate food regularly. However you
connect with our food pantry, we know it
hasn’t been easy. We are so grateful we
could secure rental space right across the
street so that food pantry operations
continued without interruption during the
construction project.
 
We thank everyone for their cooperation
and patience while we built a better MLK. We
think you’ll agree  -- it’s been worth the
wait.
 
The Food Pantry is open:
 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 10:00am -
2:00pm
 
Wednesday: 4:00pm - 6:00pm
 
The Food Pantry provides non-perishable
food items, frozen meat, fresh produce,
bread and household and personal care
items to our Newport County neighbors.
Thank you to all of you in our community
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who host a drive, donate food or money to
make sure there is always food on our
shelves.

 

Overnight Warming Center opens at the MLK
 

This stack of clean blankets is a sign of something very important coming to the Center.
Beginning Tuesday, January 16th, an overnight warming center will be available nightly at the
MLK, in a multi-agency collaboration months in the planning.
 
For several months, an ad hoc center has been available, with transportation to the
previously undisclosed site available from Newport and Middletown. The site can now be
identified as St. John’s Church in Newport. “For two months, we’ve been proud to host the
overnight warming center when needed. I was part of a community safety meeting led by
Newport Fire Chief Harp Donnelly and Middletown Fire Chief Jim Peplau about how to help
people who were sleeping in the open every night. I decided that it was something we needed
to do as a congregation,” said Rev. Kevin Beasley, Rector of St. John’s. “Offering the church’s
space directly ties to our mission of what Christ taught us to do.“  
 
The new warming center is a collaboration between the MLK, Newport Mental Health, RI
Coalition to End Homelessness, CODAC along with the Fire Departments of the City of
Newport and the Town of Middletown. Funding from the State of Rhode Island Department of
Housing is underwriting the project, with the City of Newport providing fiduciary management.
The MLK Community Center is providing the space for the Warming Center at no charge. The
Center is staffed by a collaboration of Newport Mental Health and CODAC mental health and
substance abuse disorder professionals.
 
The warming center is not only for Newport and Middletown residents. Anyone in need of a
warm place to sleep is welcome to use the Center. The Overnight Warming Center at the
MLK Community Center will be open seven nights a week from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m,
from January 16th through March 1st.  After March 1st, the Overnight Warming Center will
open as needed. Access to the Warming Center is at the Edward Street door of the MLK.
 
We salute community heroes Fr. Kevin and his congregation. By offering the church hall until
the MLK could host the program, St. John’s ensured people without a place to sleep weren’t
outside in the cold. As we reopen fully after a year of construction, offering space for the
warming center is exactly the kind of community resource we envisioned when we began our
renovation. We're very proud to be part of this collaboration. It shows what can be
accomplished when partners sit down and get creative about solutions. Knowing there’s a
place for people to sleep means we can all sleep a bit better this winter.

 

Scientists in the Making
 

Our students loved learning in a cool STEM
activity about aquifers and groundwater.
They made a landscape in a cup with
 
a base layer of small rocks and water to
represent the aquafier
a layer of modeling clay to represent the
hard rock layer that usually has to be drilled
through to get to groundwater of the aquafier
a layer of gravel molded into a mountain to
represent a lake

https://www.newportmentalhealth.org/
https://www.rihomeless.org/
https://www.rihomeless.org/
https://codacinc.org/
https://www.cityofnewport.com/city-hall/departments/fire
https://www.cityofnewport.com/city-hall/departments/fire
https://www.middletownri.com/163/Fire-Department
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-a little sponge on top to represent their
factory 
a straw going through each layer to
represent factory pipes and drills
accessing the aquafier
 
The kids were amazed as they watched the
water flow up through their straws through
the suction of their pipettes. They took their
learning to a new level by placing red dye
on the sponge to represent pollution.
When the kids sprayed their landscapes with
misty water, they understood how pollution
can enter lakes through run off water and
can reach groundwater through pipes drilled
into the aquafier.
 
Activities that explore Science, Technology,
and Engineering and Math are an integral
part of our Afterschool Program
Curriculum and thanks to generous grants
from funders like Northrup Grumman, we
can continue to capture the interest of young
scientists in the classroom. Thank you
Northrop Grumman!

 

From Brazil to Your Plate
 

It's the best time of the month! 

https://www.northropgrumman.com/
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Come to St. Paul’s United Methodist Church TODAY at 11:30am to enjoy community over
a delicious Brazilian meal prepared by Edmilson Barbosa.
 
MLK Friends' Lunches and Dinners are offered monthly. MLK Friends' Lunches are offered
the 2nd Friday of each month from 11:30am to 1:00pm. MLK Friends Dinners are offered
the last Wednesday of each month from 5:30pm to 6:30pm.
 
To sponsor a MLK Friends Lunch or Dinner: please Contact Alyson Novick at
401.846.4828 x102 or anovick@mlkccenter.org
 

 

Beep! Beep! Here comes the Mobile Food Pantry!
 

You can find the mobile food pantry, next week at:
 
TUESDAY 01/16/24: 
Park Holm, 1 Park Holm, NEWPORT 12:00pm - 1:00 pm
 
THURSDAY 01/18/24: 
Donovan Manor, 19 Chapel St, NEWPORT 12:00pm - 1:00pm
Edgar Court, Edgar Court Cul-de-sac, NEWPORT 1:00pm - 2:00pm
 
All are welcome. You do not need to reside in the neighborhood to use the Mobile Food
Pantry. Please remember to bring your reusable bags.

 

 PROGRAM CALENDAR
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https://mlkccenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/January-2024-MLKCC-Calendar.pdf
https://mlkccenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/January-2024-MLKCC-Calendar.pdf
https://mlkccenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/January-2024-MLKCC-Calendar.pdf
https://mlkccenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/January-2024-MLKCC-Calendar.pdf
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https://mlkccenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Spanish-January-2024-MLKCC-Calendar.pdf
https://mlkccenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Spanish-January-2024-MLKCC-Calendar.pdf
https://mlkccenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Spanish-January-2024-MLKCC-Calendar.pdf
https://mlkccenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Spanish-January-2024-MLKCC-Calendar.pdf
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Download this Month's Calendar Here

Descargue el Calendario del Mes Aquí

https://mlkccenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/January-2024-MLKCC-Calendar.pdf
https://mlkccenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Spanish-January-2024-MLKCC-Calendar.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/NewportMLK
https://www.facebook.com/NewportMLK
https://www.instagram.com/newportmlk
https://www.instagram.com/newportmlk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dr-martin-luther-king-jr-community-center
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dr-martin-luther-king-jr-community-center
https://mlkccenter.org/volunteer/
https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_95e5aa89-c95e-11eb-b1fa-060cfd9bde37&WidgetId=3458048

